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Background

The Torbay Local Plan was formally submitted to the Secretary of State for independent Examination in July 2014. The Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report formed part of the package of Submission documents. Hearing Sessions were conducted in November 2014 by the Inspector appointed by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), following which the Council received his Initial and Further Findings (December 2014). As a consequence, a series of Proposed Main Modifications and Proposed Additional (Minor) Modifications to the Plan were published for consultation (February 2015). Following consideration of responses, these were later substituted by the publication of a set of Proposed Replacement Main Modifications and Proposed Replacement Additional (Minor) Modifications (June 2015). All of the above sets of Modifications were the subject of further Sustainability Appraisal. The representations received and the Council’s responses were submitted to and considered by the Inspector. 

The Council subsequently received the Inspector’s Report of the Examination into the soundness of the Torbay Local Plan on 12 October 2015. The Inspector concluded that the Local Plan could be found sound subject to a series of Proposed Replacement Main Modifications. 

These Main Modifications will be supplemented by Proposed Replacement Additional (Minor) Modifications and Further Additional Modifications. Like the Main Modifications, these were also subject to consultation and placed before the Inspector. However, they were not addressed by him directly as part of the Examination as they did not go to the heart of the soundness of the Plan. The content of these minor changes and their inclusion in the Plan have therefore been at the discretion of the Council. 

A final version of the Local Plan’s Sustainability Report has been published alongside the Local Plan following its Adoption, together with this SA Adoption Statement. 

This Statement has been produced in line with Regulation 16 (3) and (4) of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, which incorporates the EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) into UK legislation. This requires the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment because of the likely significant effects they might have on the environment. Upon adoption of a plan or programme a statement is required to provide the following details:

· How environmental considerations have been integrated into the plan or programme;

· How the environmental report has been taken into account;

· How opinions expressed through public consultation on the SA process have been taken into account;

· The reasons for choosing the plan or programme as adopted, in light of other reasonable alternatives dealt with; and

· The measures that are taken to monitor the significant environmental effects of the implementation of the plan or programme.
Torbay Local Plan

The Torbay Local Plan deals with a wide range of spatial planning policy matters in Torbay and covers the period up to 2030 and beyond. It aims to regenerate Torbay and increase economic prosperity in a sustainable manner.  The Plan includes matters that relate not only to the use of land but also to other matters such as funding and infrastructure (roads, schools, water supply, climate change, etc).  
Sustainability Appraisal 
Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Local Planning Authorities are required to undertake a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of Local Development Documents (LDDs) including those prepared for land use planning. The SA must also satisfy the requirements for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) arising under the European Directive on SEA and the implementing Regulations in England and Wales. 
All Local Plans are required to complete a sustainability appraisal (SA) under S19 (5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The purpose of the SA is to promote sustainable development through better integration of sustainability considerations in the preparation and adoption of plans. SA helps local planning authorities to ensure that their plans are compatible with the aims of sustainable development.

Adoption Statement

This Adoption Statement for the Sustainability Appraisal shows how the findings of the SA were taken into account by Torbay Council and what changes were made to the Local Plan during its progression. In line with government guidance, it also provides information on how monitoring will be carried out during implementation of the Local Plan. 
How the Sustainability Appraisal has influenced the Local Plan 

At each stage of preparation of the Local Plan (and of the earlier, related, Core Strategy document), the findings of the Sustainability Appraisal were taken into account to inform the development of policies and proposals. It has been an iterative process with each successive stage of the document being informed by the SA results. The SA played an important role in assessing the following key Core Strategy / Local Plan documents:

· Core Strategy Pre-Draft Issues and Options (2006);

· Regulations 25 Core Strategy – Consultation Vision, Objectives and Options for Growth in Torbay (2009);

· Consultation Draft Torbay Local Plan “A Landscape for Success” (2012),
· Torbay Local Plan – Proposed Submission Plan (2014);

The SA further assessed the Local Plan through the Examination process, where proposed modifications to policies in the Local Plan were reviewed in terms of their implications for the sustainability appraisal objectives. 

How the Sustainability Appraisal and consultation has been taken into account

A key component of the SA/SEA process is consultation with stakeholders. The consultation throughout the sustainability appraisal process has been in accordance with:

· Article 6 of the European Union SEA Directive 2001/42/EC

· Regulations set out in the Environmental Assessments of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004

· Regulations set out in the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 and earlier versions.

There have been four main stages of consultation - at Scoping, Preferred Approach, Proposed Submission and Local Plan Modifications. At each stage of the consultations, from SA scoping through to Local Plan Modifications and its accompanying SA Report, the SA set out the responses received and the way in which the SA took them into account in a separate Appendix. This included the initial formal scoping consultation with the environmental bodies, namely the Environment Agency, Natural England and English Heritage.  A summary of stakeholder engagement can be found on the Council’s website via the links below:
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/localplan2012saappendices.pdf
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/sustainabilityappraisal/sar2014.pdf 
The reasons for choosing the Plan as adopted, in light of other reasonable alternatives dealt with

The Sustainability Appraisal has been a key element in the preparation of the Core Strategy/Local Plan and the final policy choices made. All reasonable alternatives were appraised in addition to the preferred option in each case, with the aim of minimising adverse impacts. As part of the iterative process, each option and proposal was tested in the relevant SA report for their likely performance in relation to sustainable development. The options and proposals were considered against the SA Framework Objectives and the respective advantages and disadvantages presented. The Local Plan also provides detailed policies to manage individual development proposals in a way that meets local needs, both economic and social, while protecting the environment. 
Following the Examination of the Local Plan, the Inspector concluded in his Final Report that with the recommended Replacement Main Modifications, the Local Plan satisfies the requirements of Section 20(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and meets the criteria for soundness in the NPPF. The Inspector’s Final Report has concluded that broad sustainability considerations have been taken into account by the Council in selecting both the Plan’s spatial strategy and the quantum of growth planned for in the submitted Plan. The Report recognises moreover that sustainability considerations have taken into account the reasonable alternatives and have informed the process of plan making. 
The measures that are taken to monitor the significant environmental effects of the implementation of the Plan 
The Local Plan will be subject to an on-going programme of monitoring so that the effect of the spatial strategy on the sustainability framework can be determined. The monitoring framework includes a broad range of indicators, which also relate to the SA framework. 
The regular monitoring programme will demonstrate the effectiveness of policies in the Local Plan and enable unforeseen impacts arising from implementation of the Plan to be identified. Monitoring will also provide information as to whether the effects predicted by the SA are accurate. The Monitoring Framework is available on the website below: 

http://www.torbay.gov.uk/sustainabilityappraisal/sarappendices2014.pdf
Further Information

Further information on the Torbay Local Plan and Sustainability Appraisal can be found on the Council’s website at www.torbay.gov.uk/newlocalplan  and related links.
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