Partnership Governors

This category of governor only exists in foundation schools that have no foundation (all of the current foundation schools in Torbay) and governors serving in this category are intended to represent the wider community.  Partnership governors are appointed by the governing body, which must seek nominations from the parents of registered pupils at the school and such others in the community as it considers appropriate.  Individuals are only eligible to be nominated if the person nominating them believes that they have the skills needed to contribute to the effective governance and success of the school
Partnership governor appointments are made by a decision at a full governing body meeting following a nomination process that includes seeking nominations from parents.  

Before appointing partnership governors, the governing body should: 

· determine all necessary arrangements for all matters relating to the nomination and appointment of partnership governors 

· take reasonable steps to ensure that every parent is aware that they can make nominations and the procedure for so doing;  

· seek nominations from parents of pupils at the school and any other persons in the community served by the school in an appropriate way.  Some schools advertise their partnership vacancies in local papers.  

The appointment can only be made at a (quorate) full governing body meeting.  Anyone nominated must come from the community served by the school and be committed to the good governance and success of the school.  An individual can self nominate or be nominated.  Only if insufficient nominations are received from the parents or the community served by the school can serving governors make nominations themselves.  The governing body may only appoint a person as a partnership governor if they believe that they have the skills needed to contribute to the effective governance and success of the school.  Once a decision about a candidate has been made, if a nomination from the parents or the community is not successful but a nomination from a governor is, then the governing body needs to give a reason for that to the nominee and the LA.   The partnership category can be used to retain someone who has ceased to be eligible for appointment or election in another category.  
   There are some restrictions about who is eligible to serve in this category: parents of  

   pupils at the school, anyone eligible to be a staff governor, elected members of the LA, employees of the LA in posts connected with education functions or registered pupils, are not eligible for appointment as a partnership governor.  
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  [image: image2.wmf] The clerk must ensure that the governor completes a self declaration of eligibility Form        PD/SD, with evidence of identity and address if required, and writes a letter of appointment or re-appointment to the sponsor governor.  The term of office begins the day the Governing Body agreed the appointment or the date when the self declaration and original evidence has been supplied, if later. 
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The clerk should ensure that Form L is completed and sent to Governing Body Support

Appointment of Partnership Governors: process to follow when a vacancy occurs
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A current partnership governor is nearing the end of their term of office





A current partnership governor resigns before the end of their term of office





The size of the governing body has changed (as a result of changing the Instrument of Government) and an additional partnership governor is required





At least three months before the end of the governor’s term of office the clerk will ask if s/he wishes to be considered for a further term.





Governing Body informs parents of vacancy and publicises the vacancy in the school's community. 





Governing Body considers application, decides on applicant’s suitability and records decision in the minutes of the meeting.





NO





YES





Clerk informs governing body that the governor wishes to be considered for a further term.  





YES





NO





Applicant is informed of decision  





Applicant is informed of decision and thanked for his/her interest.  If applicant is a nominee from the parents and a nominee from governors was appointed, parents and LA are informed of decision and reasons for not appointing. 





Nominee asked to provide letter of application or an application form and/or invited to meet governors





Nomination received?





Governing Body decides how best to fill vacancy e.g. by advertising or moving a governor from another category if eligible.





NO





YES





Nominee appointed?





Clerk provides newly appointed governor with a letter of appointment. Completes form L and sends to Governing Body Support.


Clerk starts in-school induction of new governor in conjunction with the chair of governors and Headteacher/Principal and encourages governor to book on induction training.








Clerk or other responsible member of school staff receives completed self declaration form from governor and appropriate evidence of identity and address if required.
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