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BODY OF PERSONS APPROVAL.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS ACT 1963 (s.37 (3) (b),
The Children (Performances & Activities) (England) Regulations 2014.
A Local Authority can issue a licence for amateur* productions to responsible adults (a Body of Persons) such as dramatic societies or youth organisations where child performance licences would otherwise be required for the individual children who participate.  This is particularly useful for organisations that put on regular performances with large numbers of children as the amount of administrative work involved for each performance is greatly reduced.
* For the purposes of Body of Persons Approval, the term amateur is defined as where none of the participants in a performance receive payment. This includes payment to anyone on behalf of participants (except for reasonable expenses).           
The following conditions must be met in order to be granted a Body of Persons Approval:

· The information which must be retained/be available to be inspected for each performance for the duration of the certificate is as follows:

1. Name, address and date of birth of all children taking part;

2. Dates, times {including arrival and departure, meal/rest intervals, night-work under Regulation 28} and location{s} where the children are required;

3. Details of all Children’s schools;

4. Details of all Chaperones you will be using if relevant.

5. Medical declaration/fitness forms completed by the Parents/Carers of all the Children.

· Have clear, robust and well-embedded safeguarding policies and procedures in place.
· Have at least one designated fully trained DBS cleared Child Protection/Safeguarding Officer.
· Have a regularly updated (annually) Child Protection/Safeguarding Policy together with details of how this is communicated and followed.
· Have a new/current up-to-date Risk Assessment for the Rehearsal{s}/Performance{s}/Venue{s}.

· The children must NOT receive any payment other than for expenses. If any do then a Child Performance Licence is required.

· The children may miss schooling for Performances but only with the Head’s written permission. The children must not have taken part in performances with any organisation on more than four days in the previous six months including your own planned performance{s}. If any have then a Child Performance Licence will be required.
· The Approval is for the organisation responsible for the performance, not for individual young people. The licence is not transferable to other organisations, so if the same young people are performing for other organisations then a Child Performance Licence will be required.

· Rehearsals/Performances: Max 2 per day & Max 6/7 days; 2.5 hours max; 1.5 hour break; 14 hours break between consecutive days; aged 13 years under/over: 10:00am – 10:00pm/10:00am – 10:30pm.

· It is recommended that Children are accompanied by licensed Chaperones but current Legislation does not require these to be Torbay Authority approved Chaperones. Licensed Chaperones must have applied to their Local Authority and received all of the required legal checks. New Applicants require training and an interview in order to be issued with a Licence which must be current at the time of a performance. A Parent may act as Chaperone to their own child without the need for a licence but they may not act as Chaperone to any other child without a licence. Each Chaperone may supervise a maximum of 12 children. Often it will not be appropriate for them to supervise as many as this for example: depending on the ages and gender split of the children.
· Body of Persons Approval Status is granted for a period of 12 months or a certain number of shows. The designated L.A. Officer may have unrestricted access to any Venue.
· If you do not comply with any of the above, you may lose your BOPA Status, your insurance may be invalidated and/or you/the children’s parents may be liable to legal proceedings. On conviction this can carry a maximum penalty of £1,000 or three months imprisonment or both for each offence. 
