
OVERARCHING SEAFRONT PRINCIPLES

SIX KEY SEAFRONT ISSUES

Parking compromises the experience of Paignton seafront Pedestrians don’t feel completely safe when using the seafronts The seafronts are tired and rundown

Preston could lose its individuality Lack of biodiversity with large expanses of lawn

ENSURE THE 
SEAFRONT IS 
ACCESSIBLE 

FOR ALL

PUT PEDESTRIAN 
MOVEMENT AND 

SAFETY FIRST

REDUCE VISUAL 
IMPACT AND 

SEVERANCE CAUSED 
BY VEHICLES ON THE 

SEAFRONT

SEAFRONT 
PROVIDES SPACE 
FOR A RANGE OF 
ACTIVITIES AND 

USES THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR

VIEWS OF THE SEA 
AND BEACH ARE 
RETAINED FROM 
THE PROMENADE

FLOOD DEFENCES 
SUPPORT EXISTING 
BUSINESSES ALONG 

THE SEAFRONTS

FLOOD DEFENCES 
SUPPORT THE LOCAL 
CHARACTER OF THE 

SEAFRONTS

MORE 
INFORMAL PLAY 

AND SEATING TO BE 
PROVIDED ALONG 

THE SEAFRONT FOR 
ALL USERS AND 

ALL AGES

PROVIDE SPACE 
FOR NEW PLANTING 

THAT SUPPORTS 
LOCAL FLORA AND 

FAUNA

 

Public facilities could be improved on the seafronts

PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

VISION FOR PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONTS

We want to protect and enhance the precious open spaces along the 
seafront, and create a happy, healthy, and vibrant place that celebrates 

the special qualities of Paignton and Preston.



PAIGNTON SEAFRONT LANDWARD OPTION

Landward flood defence wall alignment

SKETCH PLAN

Paignton Beach

W/C

W/C

North Green

South Green

Mini Golf
Geoplay Park

Paignton Pier

Vue Cinema
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Esplanade Road

Eastern Esplanade

Shelter

Potential to use 
south green for 
summer parking 
when not being 
used for events.  

Grass would need 
to be reinforced. 

(approx. 85 
spaces)

Year-round parking 
(approx. 45 

spaces)

New arrival space in front of 
Vue, with parking relocated 
on-street.  Roadway raised 
to connect with new Torbay 

Road scheme.

Segregated cycleway and 
footpath to edge of the 
greens. Esplanade Road 

reduced in width. Wildflower planting strip to 
edge of greens

Potential to redesign 
space to provide 

year-round parking 
(approx. 45 spaces)

Winter only parking on 
the seafront (71 spaces)

Space to seaward side 
of the public toilets to 

provide more showers and 
public lockers.

Shelters

Space for seating, 
informal play and planting 

along the promenade

Grass slope to 
landward side of flood 
defences on the greens

Business parking 
(8 spaces)

Promenade pedestrianised, 
creating new spaces for 

existing businesses/ kiosks on 
the seafront.  New seating, 
raised planters, and trees.

Some furniture items currently not shown on the sketch plan such as, 
informal play, lighting columns, litter bins, wayfinding & signage.

Option requires flood gates at key vehicular & pedestrian entrances. 
Tie-ins with existing land/ structures at either end TBC.

Providing arrival space

Taking back the seafront for the people

New cycling route Ensuring events are still a key feature of the seafront 

Moving parking away from the promenade 

SKETCH PLAN

6 BIG MOVES FOR THE SEAFRONT

PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

 

Existing provision: 209 spaces
Proposed provision (Summer): 184 (-25)
Proposed provision (Summer, during event on south green): 99 (-110)
Proposed provision (Winter): 170 (-39)

The designs are not set, we want them to start a conversation. We want to get into the detail 
with you to ensure the plan is shaped by the people that will use the seafront every day.



Geoplay Park and Central Green - Existing kiosks & linear design approach

Geoplay Park and Central Green - view from the beachGeoplay Park and Central Green - Potential for new kiosks and curved design approach

Pier Approach  

North Green - summer closure, potential to use space for pop-up events and uses.South & North Greens - wider landward promenade with seating and planting terraces

Existing

Existing

 

PAIGNTON SEAFRONT LANDWARD OPTION

EMERGING VIEWS

PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

Winter

Opportunity to provide new seating, planting, 
and informal play.  Stepped access to the 
greens with potential for occasional flood 

gates for level access.

Visual impact of the 
flood defences reduced 
from the greens. 

Provide space for existing kiosks 
with cafe seating

Potential to provide new kiosks to 
existing business owners?

Flood gate 
required

Business use 
parking

Vertical wall required, opportunity to use the 
space to provide new seaward facing showers or 
public lockers

Flood gate 
required

+5.5m +5.5m4.35m+

4.4m+

4.4m+

4.35m+

Existing ground level Existing ground level

+5.5m

+5.5m



SKETCH PLANSKETCH PLAN

Paignton Beach

W/C

W/C

North Green

South Green

Mini Golf
Geoplay Park

Paignton Pier

Vue Cinema

To
rb

ay
 R

oa
d

Esplanade Road

ShelterTie-in of flood 
wall (TBC).  

Would need 
detailed 
design to 
resolve.

Long access 
ramps required 
to reach beach 

level

Long access ramps 
required to reach 
promenade level

Potential to use south green for 
summer parking when not being used 
for events.  Grass would need to be 

reinforced. (approx. 85 spaces)

New arrival space in front of 
Vue, with parking relocated 
on-street.  Roadway raised 
to connect with new Torbay 

Road scheme.

Segregated cycleway and 
footpath to edge of the 
greens. Esplanade Road 

reduced in width. Wildflower planting strip to 
edge of greens

Potential to redesign 
space to provide 

year-round parking 
(approx. 45 spaces)

Space to seaward side 
of the public toilets to 

provide more showers and 
public lockers.

Shelters

Long access ramps 
required to reach beach 

level

Terraced edge to 
raised promenade 
with new planting 

and seating.

Business parking 
(8 spaces)

New raised promenade with 
space for kiosks and cafe 

seating

Tie-in of flood 
wall (TBC).  

Would need 
detailed 
design to 
resolve.

Some furniture items currently not shown on the sketch plan such as, 
informal play, lighting columns, litter bins, wayfinding & signage.
Option requires large flood gates through primary flood defence 

wall. Tie-ins with existing land/ structures at either end TBC.
Emergency vehicle access and servicing access requires detailed 

design. 

Seaward flood defence alignment 

Taking back the seafront

Creating a promenade that supports existing businesses 

Ensuring events are still a key feature of the seafront 

Moving parking away from the promenade 

Providing arrival space

 

PAIGNTON SEAFRONT SEAWARD OPTION
PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

6 BIG MOVES FOR THE SEAFRONT

SKETCH PLAN

Existing provision: 209 spaces
Proposed provision (Summer): 140 (-49)
Proposed provision (Summer, during event on south green): 55 (-154)
Proposed provision (Winter): 55 (-154)

The designs are not set, we want them to start a conversation. We want to get into the detail 
with you to ensure the plan is shaped by the people that will use the seafront every day.



South & North Greens - raised promenade and terraces with shelters

Pier Approach - beach viewPier Approach - access ramps and arrival space

South & North Greens - beach view

South & North Greens - raised promenade and terraces

Shoreline - view of vertical wall and ramps

 

PAIGNTON SEAFRONT SEAWARD OPTION
PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

EMERGING VIEWS

Existing

Existing

Vertical wall

Existing

Opportunity to create a seafront that works in an entirely new 
way - providing space for pop-ups on the promenade, new 
seating, lighting , planting, informal play.

+5.9m

+5.9m

+4.2m

+4.2m

Existing ground level Existing ground level

Views of the sea and beach only 
possible from promenade.

•	 Very high cost option with high visual impact.  
•	 Servicing and emergency access to the seafront 

would need resolving.

Flood gate 
required

Flood gate 
required

Difficult tie-ins with existing 
structures and businesses such as 
the Pier and Shoreline. 

Flood gate 
required

Ensuring the promenade 
and beach is accessible 
would be very difficult.  

Long ramps required.

Access ramp to 
promenade

Flood gate 
required

Difficult tie-ins with existing 
structures and businesses such as 
the Pier and Shoreline. 

+3.8m

+5.9m



SKETCH PLAN

Preston Beach

Preston Greens

‘Bob’s Patch’

Marine Drive

Marine Parade

W/C

W/C

The Boathouse

The Redcliffe 
Hotel

Shelter

Sara’s Cafe

Duplicated ramps 
and walls removed 

to open up the 
promenade

Flood wall 
located to allow 
beach huts to sit 
either side of 
the wall. Flood 

gates required to 
openings

Some furniture items currently not shown on the 
sketch plan such as, lighting columns, water points, 

showers, litter bins, wayfinding & signage.
Beach huts currently not shown on plan due to 

scale and clarity.

Shelter

Promenade closed to 
cyclists - clear signage 

and bollards

Segregated cycleway 
and footpath

Flood gate potentially 
required to Marine 
Parade entrance.

Seating and incidental 
play

Wildflower planting

Existing play area 
opened up to the 

greens with railings 
removed

Occasional seating 
along the promenade

Promenade flood defence alignment 

Improve links to the seafront

Taking back the seafront for the people

New spaces that support the greensProvide spaces that support existing businesses

Retain the beach huts that epitomise Preston

 

PRESTON SEAFRONT
PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

6 BIG MOVES FOR THE SEAFRONT

The designs are not set, we want them to start a conversation. We want to get into the detail 
with you to ensure the plan is shaped by the people that will use the seafront every day.

SKETCH PLAN



Southern Terraces - simplified ramps and steps to create a new space for Sara’s cafe

Preston Greens -  winter view with potential seats to flood wall

Preston Greens -  extended raised platform with existing or new shelters?Preston Greens -  rear beach huts on new raised platform to reduce visibility of flood wall

Preston Greens -  summer view with beach huts to raised platform

Preston Greens -  extended raised platform with new seating or art?

 

PRESTON SEAFRONT
PAIGNTON AND PRESTON SEAFRONT MASTERPLAN

EMERGING VIEWS

Existing Alt. summer option

Existing shelter

Existing

Potential to use natural stone 
cladding to seaward facing 
wall.

Raised walkway, reducing visual impact 
of the wall and providing space for 
existing beach huts.

Seats built into the seawall, allow 
use of the promenade during the 
winter when the beach huts are 
removed.

Raised walkway to landward side of the 
flood defences to reduce visual impact of 
the wall.

Footpath to Preston greens, width 
can be adjusted to suit user needs.

Flood gate to 
opening

Potential to provide new 
shelters along the promenade 
which set Preston apart from 
Paignton. 
Example only, design would be 
developed in future project.

Or use the space for social 
seating, or art?

Remove existing walls to 
simplify the space and  provide 
a new area for Sara’s cafe
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Existin
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 level

Existin
g ground

 level

Existin
g ground

 level

Existin
g ground

 level
+4.3m

+4.8m

+4.8m
+4.2m+5.9m

+4.3m

+4.8m

+4.8m
+4.2m+5.9m


