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A.	We write under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to ask that you supply copies of all responses provided by your local authority to the following Home Office correspondence concerning local authority capacity to care for unaccompanied asylum seeking children.

i	The letter dated 8 September 2016 sent to ‘All Local Council Leaders’ by Robert Goodwill MP, Minister of State for Immigration. This letter had the heading ‘UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM SEEKING AND REFUGEE CHILDREN’; 

	This information is provided on page 2.

ii.	The letter dated 14 October 2016 sent to Local Authority Leaders by the Rt Hon Amber Rudd, Home Secretary, and Edward Timpson MP, Minister of State for Vulnerable Children and Families. This letter had no heading but concerned local authority capacity to care for unaccompanied asylum seeking children and began with ‘At the start of September the Immigration Minister wrote to you to ask you to participate...”; 

	Torbay Council did not respond to this letter.

iii. 	Any other request by the Home Office for indications of how many places your local authority would be willing to offer to unaccompanied asylum seeking children under s.67 Immigration Act 2016, ‘the Dubs Amendment’ or under the National Transfer Scheme.

	Torbay Council does not hold any information which falls under this request. 

B) 	The total number of:

i.	Places pledged by your council for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children under Section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016 (the 'Dubs' amendment) (if this has been altered at any point since the Home Office consultation began, please provide all numbers and indicate which is the most recent);

ii.	 Places that have been filled (by the date of your response) by unaccompanied asylum-seeking children who arrived under Section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016 (the 'Dubs' amendment).

	Torbay Council is not signed up to settling children under the so-called Dubs Amendment under Section 67 of the Immigration Act. However, the council has made a commitment to the National Transfer Protocol, under which we will be receiving 18 unaccompanied asylum seeking children during the duration of the scheme. 
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The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for the purpose of news reporting. Any other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder.

For more information on requesting to re-use information held by Torbay Council under the Re-Use of Public Sector Information Regulations, 2005 please visit www.torbay.gov.uk/accesstoinformation/psi
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Please reply to: Andy Dempsey, Director of
l ORBAY Children’s Services, Torbay Council, 1st Floor
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(South), Tor Hill House, c/o Town Hall, Castle
Circus,Torquay TQ1 3DR

My ref: AD/SJJ
Your ref:
Telephone: 01803 208949
Robert Goodwill MP Fax:
Immigration Minister E-mail: Andy.dempsey@torbay.gov.uk
2 Marsham Street
London SW1P 4DF Date: 5" October 2016

This document can be made available in other languages, on tape, in Braille, large
print and in other formats. For more information please contact 01803 207366

Dear Minister

Re: Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking and Refugee Children

Thank you for your letter of 8" September 2016 regarding the above and | would apologise for not
meeting the 21 September date for a response.

| can confirm that Torbay Council is registered with the National Transfer Scheme (NTS) and is working
with South West Councils to support the fair distribution of unaccompanied asylum seeking children. In
the year to date, Torbay has accepted three children under the National Transfer Scheme and one
child that had been trafficked into Torbay and is now in our care.

We are not currently in a position to increase our commitment beyond the 0.07% threshold under the
National Transfer Scheme. This acknowledges that our Children’s Services are currently subject to
intervention following an Ofsted inspection that judged services to be inadequate, with Hampshire's
Chief Executive, John Coughlan appointed as Commissioner. Our very high population of children
looked after and the lack of placement capacity in this sub region are further considerations.

In conclusion, Torbay Council remains fully committed to the National Transfer Scheme however, for
the reasons set out above, we are not in a position to increase our commitment further at this stage.

Yours sincerely,

Andy Dempsey
Director of Children’s Services
(On behalf of Gordon Oliver, Mayor)
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