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Friday 17 October  
ROCK WALK UPDATE

A specialist contractor with more than 15 years of considerable experience at the cutting edge of roped access work has been awarded the £1million pound contract to stabilise Rock Walk.

Established in 1993 Vertical Technology Ltd is a small team who boast unrivalled hands-on experience in applying roped access skills to a wide range of applications including cliff descaling and stabilisation works.

The work is due to start during the week commencing Monday 17 November and will take approximately 28 weeks.  During this time Vertical Technology Ltd will be carrying out a considerable amount of de-scaling to remove loose material from the rock face, a substantial area of the rock face will be covered with rock fall netting and certain areas will be fixed with rock anchors.

Cabinet Member for Regeneration Cllr Chris Lewis said:  "Whilst Vertical Technology Ltd is located in Hampshire they have a lot of history in Torbay.  They have worked on successful Torbay projects in the past and are currently working on a large cliff stabilisation scheme for Astra Zeneca in Brixham.

"Officers and councillors involved in the project have been working extremely hard to ensure that the essential stabilisation works are carried out as quickly as possible and within budget.  This latest announcement is fantastic and marks a huge step forward in our plans to not only secure Rock Walk for future generations but to make it an enjoyable place for people to visit and experience Torbay's wonderful natural heritage.

"We have been able to secure the funding required for the stabilisation works through the council's capital programme and will now be focusing our attention on the reinstatement works where we intend to bring the Royal Terrace Gardens back to their former glory and further enhance the seafront area."

Chris Flewitt from Vertical Technology Ltd said:  “We are thrilled to win this prestigious contract. For the past few years the majority of our work has been in the South-west and as a consequence a significant part of our workforce are local to Devon and Cornwall so it’s great to be able to keep them busy for the months to come in this uncertain economic climate. 

"We have undertaken many contracts in close proximity to residential and work premises and pride ourselves on establishing a good relationship with anyone who may be affected by taking a thoughtful and understanding approach to our business."
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