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Supported by Torbay Council

Torbay Local Access Forum Explanatory Note

What is the Torbay Local Access Forum?

Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act) each highway authority is required to establish a local access forum to give independent advice on public access to land for the purposes of open-air recreation and enjoyment.  The Torbay Local Access Forum was established in June 2003, covers the whole of Torbay, and is financially supported by Torbay Council.
Who is on the Torbay Local Access Forum (TLAF)?

The TLAF has between 10 and 16 members with wide-ranging experience and interests, including one Torbay Councillor, who are recruited by Torbay Council, following open advertising.  The current members are interested in walking and enjoying scenery and open spaces, with specific input on tourism, fitness, disabled access, conservation and the environment.  Members can represent landowners and managers, users of access land (such as walkers, horse-riders and cyclists) and other interests such as tourism, conservation, disability issues and outdoor sport.  Members are expected to engage in debate and seek a consensus wherever possible.  Those on the Forum give their time on a voluntary basis but mileage and other expenses are paid.

We are currently looking for a least one new member to join the Forum, including someone who would be willing to take over the role of Chairman following the Annual General Meeting in July 2012.  You do not have to live in Torbay but would be expected to devote the necessary time to research local matters of interest and bring them to the Forum.

What is the role of the Local Access Forum?
The role of the Local Access Forum (LAF) is to provide independent advice on a wide range of issues relating to recreational and functional access in both rural and urban areas.  Its remit is to advise the Council and other specified bodies; Brixham Town Council, the Secretary of State for any Government Department, Natural England, the Forestry Commission, English Heritage, Sport England and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty Conservation Boards.  Its main purpose is to advise on how to make the countryside and public open spaces more accessible and enjoyable for recreation whilst at the same time addressing environmental, social and economic interests and having regard to issues of particular local relevance. 

The Torbay LAF is primarily concerned with:-
· Implementation of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan Statement of Action.
· Management and maintenance of Public Rights of Way.
· Improving recreation and access provision.
The Rights of Way Improvement Plan
The Rights of Way Improvement Plan was published by Torbay Council in 2007 and the Torbay LAF provided advice on aspects of the Plan.  It will continue to advise on strategic aspects of the Plan, funding and priorities.  In addition, it may comment on the following:-
· Routes that would benefit from way-markers or improved signage.
· Routes that would benefit from improved lighting.
· Routes that would benefit from improved access i.e. stiles converted to gates or removed.
· Improvements required to existing disabled routes.
Annual Report
The Torbay LAF produces an annual report summarising the work undertaken by the Forum over the past year, which is presented to its Annual General Meeting in July.  Work undertaken in 2008/2009 included: making a formal complaint with Torbay Council regarding the proposed diversion of a public footpath in Brixham; making comments to Torbay Council on: Disabled access to Oyster Bay, Paignton after repair and refurbishment of steps etc; Footpath TQ/163 and PN/213 Public Path Creation Orders – expressed support; Windy Corner proposed new road layout (including footway) – expressed general support; Torbay Council’s signing up to the Sustainable Communities Act; and Brixham Quayside Development, lighting issues regarding the connecting steps adopted by the Council.
Other areas of advice

These may cover:-

· providing advice on wider plans and strategies such as the Local Transport Plan, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan and the Local Development Framework to improve recreational access to the countryside;

· commenting on the co-ordination of resources to enable integrated recreation and access; 

· considering the extent to which fair provision is made for current and potential users;

· responding to national consultation documents affecting access which may be produced by the Secretary of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Natural England or other organisations.

What does the Torbay LAF take account of when it makes its comments?

The Torbay LAF, in providing advice, has to take account of balancing the provision of access against the needs of conservation of the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and the needs of residents, landowners and land managers.  It also has to take account of statutory guidance issued by the Secretary of State and the Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000.
When does it meet?

The Torbay LAF usually holds public meetings three or four times a year usually at 6.00 p.m.  In addition, training days and occasional working group meetings are held for members.  

How do I find out about the Torbay LAF?

The Forum has its own website, regularly updated to include agendas, minutes and other reports.  It includes links to other relevant sites.  The website is www.torbay.gov.uk/localaccessforum
Useful website addresses

Guidance given by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for Local Access Forums, updated in 2009, provides detailed information on the full scope of LAF activities and organisation.

http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdf/access/crow/laf-guidance.pdf
The Local Access Forum (England) Regulations 2007.
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2007/uksi_20070268_en.pdf
Rights of Way Improvement Plans.  Statutory Guidance to Local Highway Authorities in England.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/access/prow/rowip.htm
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