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Addendum to the Statement of Community Involvement for Torbay Council, in response to amendments to The Town & Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 introduced by The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Amendment) Regulations 2008.

Summary

The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is one of the key documents in the Torbay Local Development Framework (LDF). The SCI sets the standards and approach that Torbay Council takes to involve stakeholders and the community in the production of the LDF, as well as the handling of major planning applications. It is intended to ‘signpost’ opportunities for anyone who wishes to make a contribution to planning for Torbay’s future. 

The SCI was the first LDF document that the Council steered through the Examination process to adoption. The final version was Adopted by the Council on May 2007 and published in July 2007. 

Since Adoption, the Government has issued new Regulations (2008) and related policy guidance (Planning Policy Statement 12: Creating Strong, Safe and Prosperous communities through Local Spatial Planning) that has changed the way in which LDFs should be prepared.  As a consequence, the stages indicated in the SCI for consultation have changed.  As a result, the Strategic Planning Group has published an addendum to the SCI. This update makes technical amendments in light of the new Regulations and indicates the new stages (at Regulation 25 and 27) that public will be consulted.

Note: Details of the minimum statutory requirements for community consultation in the preparation of DPDs can be found in The Town & Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008.  
It should also be noted that other Government proposals to change the LDF process have required changes to the 2004 Planning Act and these have been incorporated into the new 2008 Planning Act.   These changes have been brought into effect by The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2009.  These Regulations do not directly affect the stages at which the public will be consulted.
If you have any queries please contact us: 
Strategic Planning Group – Spatial Planning Business Unit
Environment

Torbay Council

Postal address: Roebuck House, Abbey Road,Torquay,TQ2 5TF

Tel:  01803 208804  
Fax: 01803 208882

E mail: ldf@torbay.gov.uk   
Web site:  www.torbay.gov.uk/localplan & www.torbay.gov.uk/ldf
Amendments to the Adopted SCI

The 2008 Amendment Regulations have changed the way that Development Plan Documents are prepared. The requirement for a 'Preferred Options' stage has been removed, and a greater emphasis has been placed on community participation at the beginning of the process as part of the pre-submission stage.

Figure 4.3 of the SCI (page 27)  has been updated to reflect this.

Figure 4.3 Diagram to summarise the key opportunities for community involvement in the preparation of Development Plan Documents (DPDs).  

Pre-production:  
Consultation to establish issues and options  and evidence gathering consultation. Early community involvement using a wide range of methods.

There can be more than one specific consultation carried out at this stage and consultations will be targeted at a range of consultees.

Statutory and non-statutory consultees will be consulted and efforts will be made to secure the involvement of the target groups outlined in this SCI.

Statutory consultees (and other relevant consultees where identified) will be consulted on the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.

Production: 
Consultation on established options and emerging preferred options -the Council’s options and emerging preferred options will be presented for a statutory consultation period of 6 weeks. Comments made will be considered and feedback given as outlined in this SCI. Community Involvement opportunity will be provided using a wide range of methods.

Statutory and non-statutory consultees will be consulted and efforts will be made to secure the involvement of the target groups outlined in this SCI.

Consultation on the associated Sustainability Appraisal will also occur alongside this.

Proposed submission version of DPD published:
Taking into account representations from the previous stage, the proposed submission DPD is prepared. Before the DPD is submitted to the Secretary of State for examination it will be published for a period of 6 weeks and representations invited on the ‘soundness’ of the document.

Statutory and non-statutory consultees will be consulted and efforts will be made to secure the involvement of the target groups outlined in this SCI.

The Council will consider these responses and if changes are necessary (and in exceptional cases only) an addendum to the DPD will be submitted with the DPD for examination by the Planning Inspector.

Examination by Planning Inspector:
The Planning Inspector considers the DPD and the representations submitted at the proposed submission version stage. If the Inspector finds the DPD ‘sound’ then the Council will alter the DPD in line with the Inspector’s recommendations and adopt the Plan. All those who registered an interest in the DPD or who made written comments during the consultation period will be notified.

Sustainability Appraisal consultation stages:
Due to the dropping of the requirement for the Preferred Options stage in the production of Local Development Documents, there are fewer formal consultation stages (Scoping Report, Issues and Options, Submission stages). However, the Council may prepare and consult on more than one SA at each formal stage where appropriate (when refining the options and assessing effects).  
The 2009 Amendment Regulations indicate that Local Planning Authorities no longer have to prepare a sustainability appraisal (“SA”) report for their Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs). However, LPAs will still need to screen their SPDs to ensure that legal requirements for SA are met where there are impacts that have not been covered in the appraisal of the parent DPD, or where an assessment is required by the SEA Directive. The Government (DCLG) will be producing guidance about when a SA would be needed, as part of the advice and good practice contained in the on-line Plan-Making Manual. Subject to the detail set out in this forthcoming guidance, the normal SPD consultation arrangements will apply if an SA is required.


Supplementary Planning Documents:
There have been no changes to the way that Supplementary Planning Documents are prepared as a result of the 2008 Regulations.  Figure 4.2 of the SCI (page 29) therefore remains current.
Figure 4.4 – The Supplementary Planning Document Process
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Figure 4.Diagram 13
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(Source: Based on PPS12 Fig.4.2 unamended by 2008 Regs.)
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