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PR 755

21 June 2006

For Immediate Release
Friends of Torre Abbey celebrate milestone

The Friends of Torre Abbey are celebrating as they reach a significant milestone in their fundraising efforts.

A generous cheque from the Rotary Club of Torquay has taken the Friend's Renaissance Appeal over the £100,000 mark which brings them ever closer to their £120,000 target.

The donation totalling £1,500 is from the proceeds of the last year's fundraising efforts by the Torquay Rotarians including a Summer fayre and an auction of promises, where local businesses and individuals donated prizes for the highest bidder.

Cabinet Member Councillor Jeanette Richards, said:  "This is a very exciting time for everyone involved in the restoration of Torre Abbey and it would not have been possible without the efforts of people like the Friends who have worked relentlessly to raise essential funds for the project.

"I would like to take this opportunity to thank them and the Torquay Rotarians for their valuable contribution."

Linda Lear, Chair of the Friends Renaissance Appeal said:  "Our target of £120,000 is now clearly in sight thanks to the generosity of the Rotary Club of Torquay.  It has given our fundraising efforts a tremendous boost."

Councillor Colin Charlwood, Heritage Champion, said:  "We welcome the generosity of the local community and the fundraising efforts by the Friends to ensure that Torre Abbey has a bright future and once refurbished will provide a fantastic tourist attraction for the Bay."

Roy Ashwell, President of the Torquay Rotarians, said:  "We consider Torre Abbey as an important part of Torbay's heritage and were delighted to be able to make a financial contribution to help secure its future.  The Rotary Club of Torquay was founded in 1921 as the only Rotary Club west of Bristol at the time and has been raising money year on year for both local and national organisations and charities and this is yet another example of money being spent for the good of the community."   

The cheque will be presented to the Friends by Roy Ashwell on Thursday 22 June at 3pm at Torre Abbey. 
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