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15 February 2006

For Immediate Release
Face peel takes 800 years off abbey

Layers of limewash in the basement rooms of Torre Abbey have peeled back to reveal an 800-year-old colour scheme.

The colour started to appear in the early 1990s, when the limewash in the western undercroft passage of the abbey began to deteriorate, and over time it became evident that the colour underneath was part of something very special.

Cabinet Member Councillor Jeanette Richards, said: "Just when you think you have seen it all, Torre Abbey unveils another surprise - and this one is particularly exciting.  

"The decorative scheme is just inside the proposed new entrance to the abbey, where it will be seen by all visitors entering the building.  The bands of colour, which are mainly red, follow the contours of the vaulting and have been examined by a specialist from English Heritage who has confirmed that it belongs to the first half of the 13th Century, soon after the abbey was built.  

"English Heritage has advised Torbay Council that in its opinion the plaster is of 'considerable importance' and have asked that it is fully conserved.  The council's project team leading the restoration of the abbey will now be working very closely with English Heritage to ensure that this happens."

The council's first priority will be to commission a wall painting conservator to carry out a more detailed survey.  This will involve:

·
a full photographic survey of the undercroft

·
drawing the painted design

·
a detailed condition survey of the plaster and the applied paint layers

·
an environmental assessment, to see how the plaster may be best preserved.

A scheme for treating the plaster and paintwork will then be agreed with English Heritage and it is hoped that its high-profile location will make it possible to obtain sponsorship in order to conserve the plaster for future generations.
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