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PR 2491

4 February 2010

For Immediate Release
Junior Street Warden's final place is in the bag

A young Torquay boy's bin bag design saw him voted into the final of a national competition run by Keep Britain Tidy. 

Junior Street Warden Joshua Adamson, aged eight, who lives in Hele, beat off competition from over 3,500 entrants in the charity’s Design a Bin Bag competition, reaching the final shortlist of five designs.

Keep Britain Tidy launched the competition as part of the national Big Tidy Up campaign. The eventual winning design by six-year-old Matthew Monaghan, from Washington, Tyne and Wear, will go into production during Spring for use in the charity’s Big Tidy Up kits which will be used by thousands of volunteers across England to help keep their local area clean and green. 

The Big Tidy Up aims to get people outside and busy clearing their local area of litter. Big Tidy Up kits contain items including tabards, bin bags and helpful guides, and can be requested from The Big Tidy Up website at www.thebigtidyup.org. For some Big Tidy Up activities in Torbay, the council’s Community Protection Team can loan other equipment such as litter pickers, high visibility vests and they may also arrange to have any rubbish collected after the activity has finished. 

Cllr Louisa Aiton, Cabinet Member for Community Safety and Community Engagement, said: "Congratulations to Joshua for reaching the final of the national competition. It's great having a local person flying the flag for Torbay in such a positive way. Our Junior Street Wardens scheme is a tremendous initiative, proving successful in encouraging young people to take pride in their local community and play an active part in their neighbourhood."

Gavin Dyer, Street Warden for Hele, said: “When I found out about Keep Britain Tidy’s Design a Bin Bag competition, I thought it would be a great activity for the Junior Street Wardens, especially as some of them have already been involved in the Big Tidy Up. Joshua is a new addition to the Street Warden team and we are very proud of his achievement in reaching the final.

"The Junior Street Wardens form an important part of the Warden scheme in Torbay. The scheme enables young people to help the wardens with activities in their neighbourhood, have fun and try new things. It can also help them to recognise their responsibilities as good citizens, and to help people living in their community. It is really refreshing and a privilege to work with young people who are eager and enthusiastic to learn, to help people and to make a difference in their neighbourhood."

The five designs in the final of the competition were voted for by the public as their favourites. A panel of experts headed up by Keep Britain Tidy’s celebrity ambassador, Kirstie Allsopp, decided on the winning design. 

Jody Cox, Joshua’s mum, said: "I am extremely proud of Josh's design. Although it was not chosen as the eventual winning design, he's still a winner to me as beating over 3,500 other entries is fantastic. He thoroughly enjoys attending the Junior Street Warden meetings, and is a great benefit to the community with the work he does."

Anyone interested in organising a Big Tidy Up activity in Torbay can find further details on the council’s website at www.torbay.gov.uk/helpkeepyourbaytidy or telephone Community Protection on 01803 208091.

For further information please contact: Peter Surcombe, Communications Officer on 01803 208860.
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