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PR 2203

2 July 2009

For Immediate Release
The search is on for artists to work within Royal Terrace Gardens

As part of the renovations of the Royal Terrace Gardens and Rock Walk in Torquay, Torbay Council is looking for artists or designers to collaborate with the landscape designers to make new artworks to help creatively restore these important public gardens.

Major stabilisation works at Rock Walk have finished on budget and restoration work to the Royal Terrace Gardens has started.

The hunt is now on to find an artist who can produce work for an existing historic grotto found within the lower wall of the gardens. The grotto is currently empty and the artist will be required to create a moment of delight and surprise for visitors. The design should compliment the wider regeneration project which celebrates the Victorian love of pleasure, gardens and amusements.

An artist or designer is also being sought to create interpretation material on or near a planned viewing platform. This will promote a greater understanding of the Geopark and the wider Bay, focussing on the view looking out and away from the gardens. The interpretation should link Rock Walk to other sites and key locations within Torbay and may highlight key view and landmarks. It also needs to be low maintenance, robust and resilient to all kinds of attention from visitors.

Torbay Council's Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Chris Lewis, said: "We are committed to looking at creative ways in which we can revitalise our town centres and support local businesses as well as the creative and cultural community. These commissioned pieces of work will reinforce the local identity, enhance the area and be a landmark that attracts new visitors to Rock Walk and the Royal Terrace Gardens."

"We want to protect Rock Walk for future generations and I can't wait for these plans to come to fruition, when we create a place where residents and visitors can once again visit and enjoy."

Cabinet Member for Community Services, Councillor Dave Butt, said: "We have a wealth of artistic talent in Torbay and across Devon so I really hope that local artists and designers will register their interest for these projects. The grotto is a really unusual location for a piece of artwork and should inspire many creative ideas. I am really looking forward to seeing all the finished artwork in Rock Walk."

-Ends-

Notes for editors

Artists should submit a CV, artist statement and visual examples of working practice to Sophie Scott at Ginkgo Projects by Thursday 16 July.  

Interviews for short listed artists will be held on Wednesday 22 July. At the interview artists will be expected to give a short presentation on their practice and outline their response to the brief. Artists will not be expected to have prepared project proposals at this stage.

For more information on the project and to download a brief please go http://www.ginkgoprojects.co.uk/projects/?id=1109 or follow links on the Ginkgo Projects website.
For further information please contact: Michelle Pierce , Communications Officer on 01803 208850.
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