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PR 2201

1 July 2009

For Immediate Release
Council repeats ‘Any Questions?’ initiative

The second ‘Any Questions?’ style session giving members of the public the opportunity to address the Mayor, Cabinet Members and senior officers before meetings of Torbay Council's Cabinet is to be held at the end of July.

The first forum was held in June, and now it has been decided to continue with the initiative.

Residents are being invited to ask questions and have their say on local issues during the half-hour public speaking sessions.

The second forum will be held at the Town Hall, Torquay on Tuesday 28 July. It will get underway at 4.30 pm, with members of the public being invited to stay on for the Cabinet meeting starting at 5.00pm.

Mayor Nick Bye said: "Two residents came forward to ask questions about traffic and parking issues at the first session, and we hope that as more people get to know about it that this idea will take off at future meetings.

"It has been suggested that the sessions were just a token gesture to pacify people, but this is not the case. Residents can quiz me and my colleagues at our monthly consultation caravan events, and the ’Any Questions?’ sessions are another useful way of involving them in our democratic process."

People who wish to take part in the session at 4.30pm on 28 July are asked to contact Teresa Buckley on 01803 207013 or email teresa.buckley@torbay.gov.uk to register their intention by 4pm on Monday 27 July. 

They may speak on any items they wish. Members of the public may also address the Mayor and Cabinet as part of the Cabinet meeting on any of the issues on the agenda during the meeting -- this will be published on Friday 17 July on the council's website at www.torbay.gov.uk/councillorsdecisionssues.

People will be able to speak for up to five minutes each during the half an hour public question time session.

If questions cannot be answered at each session, replies will be sent out once the information becomes available.

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Peter Surcombe, Communications Officer on 01803 208860.

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM





Town Hall, Castle Circus, Torquay, Devon TQ1 3DR


Main Switchboard (01803) 201201


Direct Lines (01803) 208850 /51


Fax (01803) 299878 • DX 59006


www.torbay.gov.uk





NEWS RELEASE









- 2 -

