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PR 2200

30 June 2009

For Immediate Release
South West in Bloom and Children’s Painting Competition 2009

Torbay’s green fingered gardeners are busy preparing their entries for the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Britain in Bloom, South West in Bloom, regional competition, to be judged during July.

Brixham and Paignton will be judged on Wednesday 8 July, with judging for Torquay and St Marychurch/Babbacombe taking place the next day.

This year, judging criteria has been reduced from five categories to three - Horticultural Achievement, Environmental Responsibility and Community Participation.

Cabinet Member for Community Services, Councillor Dave Butt, said: “Last year all of our towns showcased their horticultural achievements for this competition and were deservedly rewarded for all their efforts.

“The excellent results were due to the hard work and diligence of Torquay New Wave Action Group, St Marychurch & District Action Group, Pride in Paignton, and Brixham in Bloom - with the support of Torbay Council.” 

Lindsay Evans, Torbay Council's Parks Development Officer, said: “Torbay Council is lucky enough to be hosting the RHS National Britain in Bloom Awards ceremony in Torquay in September – when around 500 delegates will be attending from across the country.

“This will be an extremely exciting event and we will be keeping our fingers crossed for all of Torbay’s entries.  I know they have worked hard again this year and wish them every success.”

In addition, entries will be received by the South West in Bloom judges for the Children’s Painting Competition 2009.  Winning paintings are framed and returned to those who painted them, together with their certificate.  The theme of the competition will be based on “Dig it, Grow it, Cook it & Eat it”.

Winning paintings from the competition will be used by Viridor to produce a new 2010 calendar based on the school term year.

If you are interested in the Children’s Painting Competition 2009, would like to join an “In Bloom” group or would like general information regarding the South West in Bloom competition and the projects that are already underway for this year's summer judging, please contact the Parks Development Officer on 01803 207992.

-Ends-

Notes for editors

South West in Bloom is one of 18 regional/national competitions that make up Britain in Bloom, the biggest horticultural campaign in Europe.  Entrants are awarded a gold, silver-gilt, silver, bronze or certificate of commendation based on marks accumulated over the three disciplines.

At last year’s awards presentation in Plymouth, Torquay and Brixham were both awarded a silver gilt, and St Marychurch and Babbacombe and Paignton were awarded a silver.

The aim is that the communities participating improve and regenerate local environments through the imaginative planting of trees, shrubs, flowers and landscaping, conservation and recycling projects.

For further information please contact: Angela Cappello, Communications Officer on 01803 208739.
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