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PR 1664

30 June 2008

For Immediate Release
Heart of Torbay's Heritage opens to the public once again

The highly anticipated opening of Torre Abbey, following a multi-million pound makeover, is due to take place next weekend (Saturday 5 July).

The £6.56million project was made possible following substantial funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund of £4.9milllion, Torbay Council, English Heritage and the Friends of Torre Abbey Renaissance Appeal. 

Over the last 20 months, Kier Western, along with specialist contractors, have lovingly transformed the Medieval and Georgian buildings of the Abbey with striking contemporary features including: 

*  modern glass doors

*  a new cloister providing a central space for the building and gardens 

*  gravemarkers set in coloured contemporary concretes

*  a void creating a vista through four floors of the abbey to a skylight above and allowing visitors to appreciate the northern wall of the south range that has been hidden since around 1600

*  a new atrium enabling visitors to see a gothic window that once lit the canon's refectory and a door through which the canon's meals were served and 

*  the top floor has been transformed into a contemporary exhibition space with facilities for holding conferences 

Many of the Abbey's historic features, including some interesting finds, have also been sympathetically restored including:

*  extensive repairs to the walls, roofs and interiors of the South-west wing, parts of the west range and some of the northern extensions

*  restoration of a decorative wall painting dating back to the early 13th Century

*  lime plaster has been applied to the internal walls 

*  a late 18th Century fireplace has been retunred to its rightful place after being moved to the entrance hall by Commander Cary around 1918

*  a series of late 17th Century windows have been carefully restored and 

*  two halves of a large medieval wash basin (referred to as a lavebo), formerly used by the canons to wash their clothes, have been reunited after being divided in two by a wall for the last three centuries.

In addition the Abbey's electrics and heating system has been replaced and a new lift and two chair lifts have been installed and a second entrance created to improve access for people with disabilities. 

There is also a stunning new ticket office to the house and gardens and a museum shop as well as a seperate external entrance to allow free admission to the new cafeteria.  

Now Torbay Council is encouraging local residents and visitors to see the transformation for themselves as part of a preview opening running throughout July, August and some of September before the official opening towards the end of September.

The preview event will provide the opportunity for people to see the fantastic improvements that have been made to the building whilst the finishing touches are put on the displays and exhibitions in time for the September opening.  

Julie Cooper, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund South West, said:  "Through our grant awards, the Heritage Lottery Fund has been able to conserve and celebrate the historic landmarks across the UK. Torre Abbey is of outstanding national importance, and this restoration will mean it will be preserved for many generations to come. The improved access to the site will enable visitors to learn more about this intriguing building and give more people the chance to explore and enjoy the wonderful built heritage of the South-west."

Cabinet Member Councillor Jeanette Richards said:  "It has been fantastic to be involved in such an exciting project and see the final results which look amazing. 

"Whilst not all the displays will be ready until September I would encourage everyone to take the opportunity to visit the Abbey over the next few months as many of the most important things to see are within the heart and sole of the building.

"I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who worked on this project and made it such a success.  From the contractors Kier Western and sub contractors who carried out their work meticulously and with great care to the council's project team who have delivered a massive project on time and budget.....a real feat in itself!

"And of course this would not have been possible without the funders, particularly our largest funder - the Heritage Lottery Fund - and Friends of Torre Abbey who have raised a tremendous amount of money towards this very special building and the council's steering and working groups who have helped to keep the momentum going."

Councillor Colin Charlwood, Heritage Champion said:  "Torre Abbey represents the heart of Torbay's heritage and its restoration has been one of the largest of its kind in the whole of the Westcountry.  The opening marks completion of the first of a three phased project which will allow the Abbey to continue its vital role within the community for generations to come." 

Visitors to the Abbey on Sunday 6 July will also be treated to a show by Debbie and Terry Butcher of the Feudal Archers who will be pitching their 12th Century tent on the grass opposite the Abbot’s Tower in the West Range.  They will furnish the tent with authentic reproduction 12th Century furniture and offer a view into cooking and life during the 12th Century. They will also be doing archery demonstrations at 12pm and again at 3pm. Those wishing to find out more about the event should refer to the website at www.feudalarchers.org.uk. 

Opening hours of the Abbey will be 10am to 6pm.  The charges will be as follows:  adults £5.90, concessions £4.90, children of school age £2.50, children below school age will be free, adult group (over 10 persons) will be £4.50 per person.  FOTA annual membership £10 (leaflets available at Torre Abbey).  Garden only season tickets will be £3.00 and the new brass rubbing attraction will be from £2.00.
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