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PR 2191

24 June 2009

For Immediate Release
Gormley’s Modern Masterpiece

Representatives from Torbay Council as well as hotels, attractions and other organisations will be attending a private pre-view of Antony Gormley’s Field for the British Isles in the ancient setting of the recently restored Torre Abbey, Torquay on Friday 26 June.

40,000 small unglazed, fired clay figures standing closely together and staring towards the viewer are filling much of the Abbey’s huge Spanish Barn. Field for the British Isles was instrumental in Antony Gormley winning the Turner Prize in 1993, but he is more famous for his giant sculpture, Angel of the North. 

The clay figures were made by a community of families in St Helens, Merseyside, under Gormley’s direction, using brick clay. They were first shown at Tate Liverpool in 1993-94. Other versions of Field have been made by families of brick makers in Mexico, by children in the Amazon basin and by families in Guangzhou, China.

The venue for the exhibition is a mediaeval Tithe Barn and was originally built to store taxes paid to the Abbey in the form of grain, hay and other farm produce. The Spanish barn's unexpected name, and its place in the history books, was firmly established at the time of the Spanish Armada, when 397 prisoners were captured and held in the barn for a fortnight.

Home to the third largest permanent art collection in Devon, Torre Abbey is extending the contemporary art theme during the Gormley exhibition with a footpath of felt feet leading the way to the Spanish Barn and displays of felt mini people made by local schools hanging throughout the Abbey. 

Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Tourism, Councillor Beryl McPhail, said: “This is a great opportunity for tourists and Torbay residents to experience this fantastic piece of modern art by such a well known artist. We’re expecting thousands of people to visit the Gormley exhibition. I hope they will stay in the area and make use of the fantastic activities and attractions that are on our doorstep to give businesses in the Bay a boost.”

Keeper of Art, Amelia Marriette said: “The exhibiting of Antony Gormley’s Field for the British Isles is the start of a new era for Torre Abbey as a major centre for contemporary arts in the region. I guarantee that Field will create a very strong impression on all that come to see it and experience its silent message.  
“Gormley is one of Britain’s best known living artists and we know that visitors will travel far and wide to see his work.  With the Torre Abbey Contemporary Open running alongside we can also make this event a fantastic opportunity for artists in the South West to showcase their work. It really is the beginning of something much bigger for Torre Abbey and for Torbay.”

The exhibition will be open to the public free of charge from Saturday 27 June until Sunday 23 August.

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Michelle Pierce, Communications Officer on 01803 208850.
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