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	CRITERIA
	COMMENTS

	1. Subject Knowledge & Understanding

· Teacher has a sound knowledge of the subject content covered in the lesson.

· Subject material was appropriate for the lesson.

· Knowledge is made relevant and interesting for pupils
	The children were very interested in the science investigation and you made the activity engaging and interesting for the pupils in the use of resources and ‘hook’.  You clearly have sound scientific subject knowledge and the lesson built on previous knowledge of the properties of materials, focusing on how to plan a fair test.

	2. Planning & Expectations 

· Planning is linked to medium term framework. 

· Objectives are set and communicated clearly at the start of the lesson.  

· Materials are ready

· Less able pupils are supported by teacher and teaching assistant

· There is a good structure to the lesson
· Individual / group learning needs of pupils are incorporated into planning and teaching
	Resources were prepared and ready at the start of the lesson.  You started the lesson with a problem solving scenario THEN shared the learning objectives for the main activity.  You supported the less able group in guided group work while the other children worked in teams with TA supporting / extending where necessary.  You recapped on expectations for the group work and gave children timely reminders of how much time they had left. 
Consider: phrasing qs in child-speak that glean the scientific concepts, e.g. What rules should we make so that it is a fair competition? 

Consider: collecting materials but supporting the children to realise that they need to be shared equally in order for it to be a fair test

	3. Teaching & Managing Pupil Learning

· The lesson builds on previous teaching and learning

· High levels of language are demanded
· Instructions and explanations are clear and specific

· Clear differentiation for individual / group needs 
· A variety of activities and questioning techniques is used
	Paired talk was planned to encourage participation.  You also expected children to expand and explain their own and others ideas, e.g. ‘Why did K____ and A______ choose cushions?’.  You modelled and praised the use of subject-specific vocabulary and gave clear instructions / explanations during the whole lesson.
Consider: giving children a focus for reporting back after paired talk, e.g. reporting to another pair, listing their three favourites or selecting their favourite solution.

	4.  Behaviour Management 

· Relationships are positive and supportive

· Pupils are praised regularly for their good effort and achievement

· All pupils are treated fairly, with an equal emphasis on the work of boys and girls, and all ability groups
· Prompt action is taken to address poor behaviour
	You have lots of effective strategies for behaviour management and gaining whole-class attention so that learning time is maximised.  Targeted pupils were praised for following classroom rules, e.g. MD and JU, and you have a commanding voice when necessary to address poor behaviour.  The children have developed a repertoire of phrases and roles for group work and you reminded them of these before starting the group task.
Consider: giving children phrases for nominating or self-nominating a manager and invite / praise children who ‘back down’

	5. Assessment & Evaluation
· Pupil understanding is assessed throughout the lesson by the use of the teacher’s questions

· Mistakes and misconceptions are recognised by the teacher and used constructively to facilitate learning

· Pupils’ written work is assessed regularly and accurately
	You question confidently using a range of open and closed questions to support, extend and assess the children’s understanding.  You also encourage children to refer to and refine each other’s thoughts and ideas when explaining.  The plenary was planned to assess children’s learning and understanding rather than their written work which was scribed by one member of each group.

	6. Pupils Attainment & Progress 

· Pupils are engaged during the lesson and make progress

· Pupils understand what work is expected of them during the lesson

· Pupils outcomes are consistent with the objectives set
	The Manny Monkey problem set the lesson in a problem solving context and allowed discussion of the properties of materials…and gravity!  You praised engagement and more children were participating and contributing to the whole-class work than at the start of the year.  Your guided group reported back confidently to the whole-class session, referring to their scribed ideas.  The children, in groups, came up with a comprehensive list about how to make the experiment fair.

	7. Time & Resources 

· Time is well utilised and the learning is maintained for the full time available

· Teacher and pupils work at a good pace throughout the lesson 

· Good use is made of support available 

· Appropriate learning resources used, e.g. ICT
	The lesson was well-planned and well-timed with appropriate use of guided work and TA support.  The children were engaged and worked at a good pace throughout the lesson, and into the next session.
Consider: How can you apply the principles of this lesson, i.e. ‘hook’-problem solving-share objectives-group task/guided work-plenary to other subjects?

	Additional Comments / Discussions

____________, you have made super progress in your practice and the children have made great progress too, most noticeably in their engagement, participation and ability to explain / expand their answers.  Your questioning and ability to motivate pupils through engaging activities and resources is a clear strength and you have worked hard to plan open-ended activities where the children ‘find’ the learning rather than you leading them through the learning through teacher-led introductions.  Well done you!


Teacher………………………………………….        Observer…………………………………………..   
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