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PR 1530

26 March 2008

For immediate release
Councils consider boundary review

In December 2007, the Secretary of State requested that the Boundary Committee look at local government structures in Devon.

The review will examine whether county councils and district councils within one area (known as a two tier system) could become one or more authorities servicing the whole area, known as a unitary council such as Torbay.

Torbay and Plymouth are the only existing unitary authorities in Devon whilst all other areas are under a two tier system.

The Boundary Committee is currently looking at proposals for a unitary model to replace the current two tier system in Devon.

Torbay Council's suggested proposals are based on the two following concepts;

- Four unitary authorities, Torbay and Plymouth based on existing boundaries, a South Devon unitary authority and a unitary comprising the rest of Devon

-Three unitary authorities, expanded Plymouth and Torbay authorities and a unitary comprising the rest of Devon.

The proposals will be discussed with partners at the Torbay Strategic Partnership meeting tomorrow and will then be discussed at a cross party, Council Steering Group meeting early next week. The proposals will then be submitted to the Boundary Committee by 11 April.

Deputy Mayor Kevin Carroll said, ‘A council based largely on Torbay as a unitary will continue to exist. However as part of this structural review in Devon there may be implications for the boundaries of Torbay and Plymouth if a modification of them provides the best solution for Devon. 

‘We are currently looking at possible proposals that we may wish to submit and discussing them with neighbouring authorities and partners. The most important thing is that any concepts must work for both Torbay and the rest of Devon.'

Steve Darling, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group on Torbay Council said,' I will be interested to see how these concepts will create opportunities to give power back to local people.'

The Boundary Committee is expected to publish its draft proposal in July 2008 for public consultation. After the representations have been considered the Committee will submit recommendations to the Secretary of State at the end of the year. The Secretary of State will then decide whether or not to implement the Committee’s proposal.

Ends

For further information please contact Claire Barrow, Torbay Council Communications Manager on 01803 208832
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