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  For Children’s Services/Schools


Critical Incident & Business Continuity Planning
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Earlier in the year an unforeseen electrical fire at one of our primary schools highlighted the need for schools to have not only a Critical Incident Plan but also a Business Continuity Plan.

The Senior Fire Officer at the scene commented that had the fire happened at night while the school was closed, it was unlikely there would have been a school there for the children and staff to return to the following day.

The Critical Incident Plan is sufficient for a short term incident, but when an incident has serious long-term effects (e.g. the school needs to be re-built) it is clear that a more substantial Business Continuity Plan needs to be in place.

Schools are strongly advised to check they have an up-to-date Business Continuity Plan which would be needed in the event of a serious/severe long term incident occurring.  A template document can be found at:-

http://insight/index/information/riskmanagement/emergencyplanning/schoolsbusinesscontinuity.htm
Hot weather (SunSafe)  [image: image3.jpg]



The Heatwave Plan for England: Protecting health and reducing harm from extreme heat and heatwaves (Dept of Health) – up to now the 2004 edition - has been revised and was re-issued on 26 May 2011 as a part of raising both public and professional awareness on this subject.

The Plan's purpose is to enhance resilience in the event of a heatwave and the Dept of Health believes it is an important component of overall emergency planning, becoming increasingly relevant in adapting to the impact of climate change.

Download Heatwave Plan for England: 2011 (PDF, 6704K) 

On page 41, there is a specific mention of schools - Looking after schoolchildren and those in early years   settings during heatwaves: Guidance for teachers and other professionals 

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1210577610802?p=1204031509010 

Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC)
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In October 2010 the government published Lord Young’s Review into Health & Safety.  Amongst the various recommendations contained in the report was one to reduce ‘red tape’.  As a result, the first Education-related subject to be affected is that of Educational Visits/LOtC.

In a move the government claims is designed to alleviate teachers’ legal action fears, as well as encouraging teachers to take children on more school trips, the Department for Education (DfE) has cut 150 pages of health and safety guidance for schools down to eight pages.

As of 4th July this year, Health and Safety: Responsibilities and Powers and HASPEV has been replaced by an 8 page document.  There has been no consultation.  The advice and a new one-off DfE consent form are on the website at:

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/healthandsafety/f00191759/departmental-health-and-safety-advice-on-legal-duties-and-powers-for-local-authorities-headteachers-staff--and-governing-bodies
All Torbay school Head Teachers have been sent further information on this subject.

CLEAPSS
[image: image5.wmf]
The recent quarterly edition of the CLEAPSS advisory sheet contains information worth sharing for those if you involved in Science and D&T.  Items include:-
· Secure storage & use of chemicals

· Chemical labelling

· Warning on Hero’s engine

· New materials, updates & corrections

· Forthcoming teacher training
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Legal forum  [image: image7.wmf]
Hufton v Somerset County Council
A Weightmans Solicitors legal update sheet regarding the recent Court of Appeal judgement in the case of a pupil who slipped on water in the school assembly hall during a wet weather break.

[image: image8.emf]Hufton v Somerset  County Council.pdf


HSE involvement
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No HSE involvement of significance within Torbay or other South West LA schools for this term.
Other items of Interest
Use of Pneumatic Tools
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Following an accident, a Torbay school asked about older pupils using pneumatic nail guns in D&T lessons.  CLEAPSS do not recommend the use of these tools as they are classed as a dangerous tool.  Our recommendation is that whilst there is no specific law to say they should not be used by young persons, there is a legal requirement for them to only be used by a trained, authorised person.  In addition, there is the legal requirement (pre-task) for a suitable and sufficient risk assessment to be carried out where a work-related activity will involve a young person to ensure that all appropriate and proportionate control measures are in place.
Fire at Torbay School
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Mentioned in the opening article ‘Critical Incident & Business Continuity Planning’, a fire incident at one of our schools highlighted the two subjects of the title.

The fire started as a result of a faulty electrical component within the main distribution board and destroyed all wiring in the board.

Enquiries and investigation found that some wiring work had recently been carried out at the school in the exterior switch room where the distribution board is located, but ducting holes in the walls and ceilings had not been in-filled with fire and smoke retardant filling.
If such work is carried out at your school, it pays to make sure that an inspection is carried out after any intrusive work has been done to make sure gaps and holes have been filled in by the tradesmen.  Depending on the location of the work, this can often be DIY observation or else call one of your specialist service providers (e.g. Property Services, H&S).
Bouncy Castle incident (Whitby,, N. Yorkshire)
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The subject of bouncy castles is often re-visited in these Newsletters and another nationally reported incident in May highlights the importance of ensuring that schools employ the services of a professional and accredited operator for the provision of that fun item for any event organised by, or on behalf of, the school.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-13592014 and

http://www.pipa.org.uk/ and http://www.biha.org.uk/
Huff & Puff initiative: hockey stick injury (Bath & NE Somerset)  [image: image13.png]



Damages have been awarded to a pupil (£24,500) in a case that has just been heard in court although the incident was in 2007.  A primary school pupil was injured during a lunch time activity of ‘Unihoc’ hockey under the ‘Huff & Puff’ initiative.  One of the other children swung her stick in a way that it struck the claimant in the face damaging five teeth in her mouth.
Key judgement points:-
No formal risk assessments carried out on the activity or whether the area being used was suitable.
Incomplete and contradictory statement-taking and accident investigation/evidence by the school.
Inadequate instruction given to children.

No records made of training given to children.
Lunchtime supervision sufficient (4 adults:100 children) but not judged adequate as no one constantly looking at the hockey play.  No member of staff saw the incident so it was therefore concluded that the supervision was neither reasonable nor adequate.
Safer Communities  [image: image14.wmf]
No children or education news from the Safer Communities team for this Newsletter, but for those interested in wider community issues their website can be found at:-http://www.safercommunitiestorbay.org.uk.
Health & Safety Myths
The HSE’s Myth of the Month series ran from April 2007 to December 2010. Throughout this period, HSE attempted to dispel some of the most widely believed health and safety myths.  Although new Myth cartoons are no longer being produced, it is both useful and entertaining to re-visit them:-

The Myth:

Myth: Risk assessments must always be long
and complex
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HEALTH AND SAFETY TEAM


Colin de Jongh –Health & Safety Manager E-Mail; �HYPERLINK "mailto:Colin.dejongh@torbay.gov.uk"��Colin.dejongh@torbay.gov.uk�, 


Asa Moss – Senior Health & Safety Officer E-Mail; � HYPERLINK "mailto:Asa.Moss@torbay.gov.uk" ��Asa.Moss@torbay.gov.uk�


Helpline: 01803 207170 or 07887 772489
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The reality


On its own, paperwork never saved anyone. It is a means to an end, not an end in itself - action is what protects people. So risk assessments should be fit for purpose and acted upon. 


OK, if you’re running an oil refinery you’re going to need a fair amount of paperwork. But for most, bullet points work very well indeed. 
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The Government is running a programme entitled
Secure Your Chemicals, aimed at ensuring all holders
and users of particular hazardous chemicals have
effective systems to manage and monitor their stock.

Secure Your Chemicals

Scotland, is working with the Home Gifice to produce some appropriate
guidance. This is likely to confirm the existing advice, available in CLEAPSS
publications, and should not present any issues to well-run science and D&T
departments. The guidance will be available on the CLEAPSS website in a few

thorough audit of existing chemical stocks during the coming summer, We
believe that a thorough audit could be timely in many respects and it will allow

schoois to be confident that they meet the intentions of this programme.

audit might raise.

take.

This applies to schools as well as industries and CLEAPSS, together with SSERC in

months time, Schools are urged to look out for it and also to plan to carry out a

Remember too, you can always use the CLEAPSS Helpline, to resolve any issues an

The programme is likely to be publicised through a number of routes so you may
find some school governors enquiring about what actions schools might need to

Science dept break-in

A school science dept had a break in recently where some [T equipment was stolen

but, more importantly, the culprits let off two fire extinguishers. These were dry

powder type which rendered two labs and a prep room out of action for the week -
and may aiso have ruined some electronic equipment. The school had to employ a -

specialist cleaning company to clean up.
It is partly for this reason that CLEAPSS does not recommend dry powder

extinguishers. We suggest you should only be supplied with carbon dioxide cyimders

which can be recognised by the large trumpet-type horn used fo direct the gas.

= years, we recommend that you contact your
7 supplier for advice, In the meantime if you have a

Hero's engine warning
- ..'_Some recently-manufactured, glass Hero's engines
‘ have exploded in use. Our investigations suggest
:that the fauity engines may have insufficiently
wide vent tubes and/or be made of inferior nualit
glass.
If you have purchased a Hero's engine in the last 5

glass Hero's engine of any type:

“. o Inspect the glass for scratches or cracks before use
i~ e Make sure the glassware spins easily
When in use, all present should wear eye protection

- to protect the operator
@ Use clean, distilled water and fill the bulb to about one quarter full

"o Heat the bulb gently, to produce the minimum amount of steam necessary for
satisfactory results

If you have any experiences, good or bad, with a Hero's engine
please let us know by email.

At least two safety screens should set up - one to protect oLservers and the other'

Chemical labelling

Under the Global Harmonisation Systems,
as of the end of 2010 suppliers are
required to label pure substances with
the new Classification, Labelling and
Packing (CLP) symbols.

They may or may not also use the current CHIP
labels. Mixtures, which include most domestic
products and mixed scientific chemicals, such as
universal indicator, biological stains, ete, do not
have to have the new labels until June 2015, =
Thereafter all chemicals will be labelied with the
CLP systern,.

We stress that no action is needed In_schools,
though when you receive chemicals with the
new symbols it may be heipful to add the old
labels so that staff get used to the changes. Use
Hazcards to identify the current label. The
tabelling requirement is for suppliers, not users.
Scheols can choose whether or not to use any
hazard labels, old or new, on containers put out
for practical fessons but must, obviously, identify
their contents. The new labeis will have a
symbol and some associated words, which make
clear the nature of the hazard. The new symbols
will be printed in black on a white background
within a red diamond frame. For some, the
graphic will be slightly different, and three new
graphics have been added. These are:

indicates damage to genetic material:
mutagens, carcinogens and

» substances that target specific
organs, These tend to lead to
long-term effects, often manifested
some time after exposure

indicates less serious health hazards
and includes substances formerly
Y classified as IRRITANT, some

¢ and some which are not currently
classified as hazardous

gases under pressure

* The new systern includes some redefinition of
" the hazards which means the hazard rating may

appear to have changed. This does not mean
that the chemical has become more or less
hazardous but that the way its hazard is
classified has changed.

A particular change is that the harmful symbol
will disappear and that many substances
currently classified as harmful will acquire the
foxic symbol. Symbols accompanied by the
word Warning will approximate to the current
HARMFUL. Symbols accompanied with the word
Danger will approximate to the current TOXIC.
Comparing the old and the new hazard
classification is not simple. We plan to publish
guidance on this, and other useful advice during
the summer term.





i

New materials, updates and

corrections.

We have recently published a useful
guidance leaflet G100 School science
technician services, It is aimed at school

leadership teams to explain the value of

the science technician to a successful _
science curriculum. We have a number of
interesting and useful guidance leaflets on
microbiology such as GL 94 Using
microscopes GL 95 Gram-staining and GL
97 Estimating viral populaticns, For D&T
we have published some corrective
information in GL 93 D&T machines in
schools: over-zealous safety reports

Model Risk Assessments for
Technology. We have made some
changes to risk assessments 1,033, Meta!
working: cutting oils; 1.077 Wood working:
dusts; and 1.077 Wood working portable
power tools — routers. New versions are on
the web site.

Recipe sheets We have also corrected
some minor etrors on the following:
Sheet 51. fron (|1} sulphate (VI)-7-water,
250 ml of T M should be 69.50 g and
not 59.50 g

Sheet 52. tron (IIF) chloride. The third
entry on the table should read 1 M

not 0.5 M S

Sheet 54.The second entry on the tabie
should read 0.5 M and not 0.05 M

Sheet 56. tn General Hazards should refer
to Hazcard 60 and not 598

Sheet 70.To make 1000 mi of a saturated
solution requires 120 g not 1200 g

Sheet 73.To make 2500 mi of 0.1 M
solution requires 39.51 g and

not 395.08 g

Sheet 77. In General Hazards refer to
Hazeard 87 and not 81.

Sheet 78. The entry in the right hand
column of the table should read: Dissolve
1.6 g of sodium tetraborate -10-water
(not 1.8 g)

The versions on the web site have been
corrected,

In our previous Bulletin we gave an
incorrect web site fo: Redmed tops. it
should have read -
www.redmediops. moonfruit.com

Hnally, we plan a new section of the web
site entitled something like Great ideas for
practicals that work, Aimed at teachers,
these will give ail the practicat details
needed and a reason for doing the
practical with pupils,

The Art of Practical Science. Once
again we are offering this successful and
enjoyable course for new science teachers
who wish to try a range of practical
activities before having to do them with
pupils. The course wilf take place at
CLEAPSS premises, Brunel University. The
dates are 13 — 15 july. The course is
residential and the modest cost of £425
inctudes the room, all food and drink,
and of course, expert tuition, The
programme will include microbiology,
dissection, radioactivity and handling
radioactive sources, physics practicals and
demonstrations, microchemistry,
chemistry demonstrations, analytical
technigues, gas reactions, and health and
safety - a ‘practical’ update.

The Art of Practical D&T, Three days
of hands-on training in practical D&T for
new(ish) D&T teachers. Similar in
structure to the highly successful science
course it will take place on July 5th - 7th
at CLEAPSS. It includes one day spent
working in a school workshop. The cost,
including accommeodation, food etc, is
£450. The programme covers a range of
practical activities that can be used to
extend the D&T curriculum for pupils

and includes, working in metal and
plastics, properties of materials, basic
electronics, mechanisms and computer
control. Al the work will be focussed on
practical tasks that are suitable for key
stage 3 pupils and above.

See our website for further information.
Places are limited so contact us as soon
as you can. *

Twilight courses for teachers. We are
developing a range of short courses in
practical science for teachers, which can
be offered the evening before a one-day
course at the same venue. Twilight
courses all need a laboratory and, at
present, we can offer training in basic
and advanced microbiology and in
chemistry.

For more information contact us at
science@cleapss.org.uk

Technician tip

Bee Lake (Eastleigh College) found that she could
prevent cross contamination of solutions which are put
out for practicals by attaching a dispensing pipette to
each of the solution bottles. Use 3 cable ties- one for the
neck of the bottle {you can adjust this to fit any size of
bottle), one for the pipette holder (in this picture a large
centrifuge tube), and one to join them together.

Prescription eye protection

Technicians and teachers who wear prescription
spectacles sometimes have difficulty finding comfortable
and safe eye protection to wear over their usual glasses.
Bolle has a couple of models which can be supplied to

prescription.

The Blast goggle is also large enough to fit over most
prescription spectacles. A small visor can be purchased
to add onto the goggle, usefully increasing protection
for the lower face, all to EN166 1B 3,4. Tracker |
goggles are also availabie to this specification, These
would not fit over prescription spectacies but would suit
smaller heads weli and are also avsilable with a

prescription insert,

The Blast goggle plus visor together cost under £15; the
Tracker costs just over £8. Prescriptions for either model
start at around £44 plus VAT (not including an eye test

or dispensing) via some high-street opticians. It is worth

asking your optician or school science supplier if they
can offer such a service.

The Tracker Il goggle





CLEAPSS Training for New School Science
Technicians.

We are now over three guarters of the way through the first
pilot of this 12-unit course, each unit being taught over one
day. The first five units included a range of basic practical skills
including, handling chemicals, making solutions, soldering,
working with microscopes, and glass working. The other units
are more advanced and we have completed two further
chemistry units, covering topics such as chemicai spills and
disposal, gas preparation, titration and organic chemistry, and a
microbiclogy unit covering safe practice and aseptic technique.
The participanis have worked hard throughout, attending each
sesslon, completing assignments between sessions, and also
carrying out their ‘day’ jobs. Their feedback has been very
positive

We have learnt a lot from this pilot and intend to evaluate it
further befare repeating the programme next academic year.
We aim to run two courses simultaneously, one here at
CLEAPSS and another in the London Science Learning Centre,
starting in early October and finishing by Easter 2012. If you
are interested in participating in either please contact

Particularly suited to overseas members, a cluster of training courses
for technicians in September.

In January, we ran a suite of 4 technician training courses here at
CLEAPSS (which is conveniently close to Heathrow airport, London).
We have been asked if we would repeat this in September which we
are planning to do. The programme will be the same as in January:

Tuesday,21st September 2071
Wednesday, 22nd September 2011
Thursday, 23rd September 2011

Basic Micrcbiology

Physics Training for Science Technicians

Chemical Safety for Technicians

Morning: Principles of Health and Safety/Running a Prep Room
Afternoon: Glass working Friday, 24th September 2011

Individuals can enrol for single, multiple or all four courses with the following

charges:-
One course £80 Three courses £220
Two courses £15¢ Four courses £290

The costs de not include evening meals and accommodation. High quatity,
relatively inexpensive accommodation car: be booked on the Brunel University
campus. Contact us at science@cleapss.org.uk for more details. Overseas delegates

science@c!eagss.org.uk

should not book flights until the courses are confirmed by Friday 17th June

Basic Microbiolagy (for technicians with some experience} Keele (SLC)

Kent; Surrey;
Lincoln (SLC)

London (SLC)

‘Darkfard:

Basic Physics kil

Brighton (SLC);

Chemical Safety for Technicians Londan (SLC)

Greater Manchester

‘Rotherham, :

Tgé

More advanced courses for those with some experience and wnshing to devalop thew expertise

Further Microbiology Dartford

£ssex

Brentford

Brightcn (SLC)

London (Si.C)

Bristol (SLC)

Practical Skills & Techniques in Chemistry London (SLC)

Cumbria

Wirral

tincolnshire

Courses for senior technicians or others with considerable experience that asp!

re to become a senior technician

: Southampton (LCY:

Elec:ncal Inspectmn & Testm' :

Hertfordsh:re

Fume Cupborad Monitoring

CLEAPSS

Prep Room Management and H &  for Senlor Technicians.

tondon (SLCY

Working with Glass Keele {SLC)

Courses for teachers

Londo (S i )

Dartford

Brentford

Devon

Greater Manchester

H & § in Practical Science for New Teachers

‘Bradford; Corwall;

Radiation Pretection Stipervisor i
o el Buckinghamshir

Surrey

Barking & Daganharn

DT Safety Management Halton

CLEAPSS alse runs courses for teachers and technicians in Design and Techriology (The D&T Technician, D&T Workshop Maintenance and H & S Management in D&T) but we are only able to provide them
If suitable venues can be found. If you are interested in hosting o D&T or Science course in your orea please call us on 018935 257496 or g-maoil science@cleapss.org.uk.
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Weightmans

Update

A school was not liable for injuries suffered by a fifteen year old pupil who slipped on water in the school
assembly hall during a wet weather break.

In October 2006 the claimant slipped and fell on a small area of water in the hall. The hall had two means of
access, one through a foyer and one directly through some fire doors. On wet days pupils were not permitted
to use the fire doors. The floor of the hall was wooden and became slippery when wet. The school’s risk
assessment, carried out after a member of staff slipped in 2000, provided for matting to be fitted and for
direct access through the fire doors to be prevented. This matting was duly fitted. On days when it was
raining, wet weather signs were put out and prefects were stationed to prevent pupils entering the hall
through the fire doors.

The trial judge dismissed the claim on the basis that the system in place was ‘“reasonable, appropriate and
sufficient to ensure the reasonable safety of pupils”. The claimant appealed. She contended that if rain started
during a break period, there would be a delay before a wet weather sign was placed by the fire doors and this
was a “gap” in the system that had allowed the floor to get wet. It was also contended that even if the water
had been deposited through no fault on the part of the school, it was negligent in failing to clear it up.

The appeal was dismissed. On the day of the accident it had not been raining when morning break began.
During the course of the twenty minute break it started to rain. There was a short delay before the signs were
put out and the water was probably carried in by someone entering the hall through the fire doors. It was
accepted that pupils breached the rules occasionally. However, the school’s risk assessment was reasonable,
it identified appropriate control measures and it was properly implemented. The law did not require an
occupier of premises to take measures which would absolutely prevent an accident from ever occurring. All
that was required (at common law and under the Act) was the exercise of reasonable care. Further, there was
no evidence that water gathering on the floor was a frequent problem. It was not realistic to expect the school
to have a system in place for spotting and removing a small area of water during the brief period of time
between its arrival and the moment when the claimant slipped.

In our recent legal update on school trips we referred to the Government’s desire to see common sense
inform health and safety in schools. No doubt it would be pleased with this decision which does seem laced






Weightmans

with a welcome dose of reality. In truth the judgment is no more than an appropriate application of the
relevant law and the requirement on a school, in a situation of this type, to take reasonable care to see that
pupils are reasonably safe when using the school premises. Nonetheless there is comfort in this decision not
least because a patch of water "the size of an A4 sheet of paper" is presumably a minor supervisory concern
when teachers are dealing with the array of other potential issues that accompany a wet break time in a large
secondary school.

For further information about Weightmans LLP or to discuss any of the issues in this update please contact
Peter Wake, Partner in the Local Government Team of Weightmans LLP on 0151 242 6866 or at
peter.wake@weightmans.com.

This update does not attempt to provide a full analysis of those matters with which it deals and is provided for general information
purposes only and is not intended to constitute legal advice and should not be treated as a substitute for legal advice. Weightmans
accepts no responsibility for any loss that may arise from reliance on the information in this update. The copyright in this update
is owned by Weightmans LLP.

Data Protection Act

Pursuant to the Data Protection Act 1998, your name may be retained on our marketing database. The database enables us to
select contacts to receive a variety of marketing materials including our legal update service, newsletters and invites to seminars
and events. It details your name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail, website, mailing requirements and other comments if any.
Please ensure you update our marketing team with any changes. You have the right to correct any data that relates to you. You
should contact James Holman, our Data Protection Officer in writing, at India Buildings Water Street Liverpool L2 OLG.

Weightmans LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England & Wales with registered number OC326117 and its registered office at India Buildings, Water Street,
Liverpool L2 OGA. A full list of members is available at the registered office. The term “partner”, if used, denotes a member of Weightmans LLP or a senior employee of
Weightmans LLP with equivalent standing and qualifications. Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority.






