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A Guide to Designated Sports Grounds and Regulated Stands
A – What is a Designated Sports Ground
The Secretary of State may designate any sports ground, which in his opinion has accommodation for more than 10,000 spectators, or 5,000 in the case of Premiership or Football League grounds in England and Wales as a ‘Designated Sports Ground’.
The designation function is performed by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, (DCMS).
The Secretary of State will normally be aware of any major new sports grounds under construction but may not always have been informed of developments that might increase the capacity of an existing sports ground above the threshold for designation. It is the responsibility of the Local Authority to notify the Secretary of State of any sports ground likely to require designation.
As part of the designation process, (which takes a minimum of 10 weeks to complete), the Secretary of State will formally consult with the Local Authority, the sports ground owner, the emergency services and where it will have a statutory role, the Football Licensing Authority, (FLA). 

The designation order remains in force unless it is formally revoked by the Secretary of State.
If a designated sports ground is demolished or is permanently modified, so as to reduce the capacity below the threshold, the Local Authority will formally notify the Secretary of State and request that it be de-designated. Should the Local Authority fail to do so, the certificate holder may apply directly to the Secretary of State. 

B – What is a Regulated Stand
A regulated stand is any covered stand within a sports ground, with accommodation for 500 or more spectators, whether seated or standing. It is the responsibility of the Local Authority to determine whether any of the stands at sports grounds within its area qualify as regulated stands. 

In determining the occupancy of a stand, the Local Authority will have regard to the Home Office Circular 97/1988, which gives detailed statutory guidance on how to determine whether or not a stand provides accommodation for 500 or more spectators. In the final determination the actual occupancy may be substantially lower than the anticipated capacity and may even fall below 500 persons. 


C – General Safety Certificates
If a sports ground has been designated by the Secretary of State as a ‘Designated Sports Ground, or if the Local Authority has determined that a stand within an undesignated sports ground is a ‘Regulated Stand’; then that ground or stand will require a ‘General Safety Certificate.
A ‘Responsible Person’ acting on behalf of the relevant sports ground must make an application for a ‘General Safety Certificate’ to the Local Authority and subject to all requirements being met, the Local Authority will then issue the safety certificate.
In preparing a general safety certificate the Local Authority will:

· Request suitable plans and drawings from the applicant
· Request structural, electrical, mechanical and other pertinent certification

· Request information as to the stands use in the previous three year period

· Survey the ground in detail

· Consult with emergency services
· Consult with ground management

· Determine appropriate conditions

· Determine numbers of spectators permitted into the ground/stand
After the issue of a ‘General Safety Certificate’ routine inspections will be undertaken by the Local Authority, (on match days or during other sporting occasions), to ensure that the terms and conditions of the Certificate are appropriate and to monitor the observance of those terms and conditions.
An annual inspection will also be undertaken in accordance with statutory requirements. 
D – Special Safety Certificates
‘Special Safety Certificates’ are issued in respect of activities which are not included within the ‘General Safety Certificate’ already issued in respect of the ground or stand; for instance to authorise the provision of a live music event at a venue normally used for league football.
The process for the issue of a ‘Special Safety Certificate’ is similar to that for a ‘General Safety Certificate. 
E – Applying for a Safety Certificate
If a sports ground has been designated as a ‘Designated Sports Ground’ by the Secretary of State or if the Local Authority has served notice that a stand is a ‘Regulated Stand’ upon the owner/operator of the sports ground, (and no ‘General Safety Certificate’ has been issued in that respect); then an application must be made for a ‘General Safety Certificate’.
A ‘General Safety Certificate’ application form can be found on our web-site on the right hand side of this web-page; Form A. 

A ‘Special Safety Certificate’, (which may be required to authorise activities not covered by the ‘General Safety Certificate’), uses the same application form, ‘Form A’; which can be found on our web-site, on the right hand side of this web page.

For ‘regulated stands’ a separate application form must be completed in respect of each stand at the sports ground, although the safety certificate issued may relate to all stands. 
F – What happens next?
On receipt of an application for a safety certificate the Local Authority will process the application in accordance with the guidelines outlined above and when all matters have been satisfactorily addressed, the appropriate safety certificate will be issued.  
G - Fees
There is currently no fee payable to Torbay Council in respect of an application for a Safety Certificate in respect of a Regulated Stand.

Under the Safety of Places of Sports Regulations 1987 Local Authorities may levy a fee in respect of an application for the issue, amendment, replacement, transfer or cancellation of a Safety Certificate in respect of a regulated stand, (in line with any costs reasonably incurred), however Torbay Council does not levy any such fees at this point in time.  

I - And Finally

If you require any explanation or advice regarding the above, or require it in a different format or language, please contact the Licensing Team on 01803 208126 or at Licensing@torbay.gov.uk
The contents of these pages are provided as an information guide only.  They are not a full and authoritative statement of the law and do not constitute professional or legal advice.
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