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18 March 2010

For Immediate Release
Fish market is completed in Brixham - MEDIA OPPORTUNITY

Brixham’s £20 million regeneration project has reached a new milestone with the completion of the town’s new fish market. 

The improved building includes a fish grading area, a cold store and two display areas for beam trawlers and day boats.

The market is now fully insulated instead of being open to the elements. It is more energy efficient and environmentally friendly than the old market, and it has a better layout for displaying and transporting boxes of fish. 

The development is part of the town's multi-million pound transformation. The ambitious plans aim to rejuvenate the town’s economy and provide fishing and non-fishing related jobs for people in Brixham.

Phase 1 works have already been completed, providing a new extended quay deck, employment units, infrastructure and associated services such as power and water supplies.

Contractors Dean and Dyball started work on phase 2 of the scheme at the end of June 2009. This phase includes the construction of the new fish market, restaurant and office facilities. These works will are due to finish in November 2010. 

The project is being funded by Torbay Council, the South West RDA (Regional Development Agency), the European Regional Development Fund and the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance. 

The work follows many years of planning and negotiation by Torbay Council, its regeneration arm the Torbay Development Agency and Brixham 21, the council’s community partner. It represents the first stage of the wider regeneration of Brixham which includes a multi-million pound food store and mixed-use regeneration scheme for Brixham town centre. There are also proposals for new developments at Oxen Cove and Freshwater Quarry.

The new town centre development is expected to generate around 200 local jobs.

Torbay Council’s Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Chris Lewis, said: “It’s great to see this project progressing so well. The fish market, employment units, and office space above the fish market are finished and up and running. You can also see the new restaurant taking shape. It has been a long journey, but the end is now in sight. 

“This new fish market is a pivotal part of the Brixham regeneration scheme, which will also provide new shopping facilities and additional new jobs in the long term. We should not underestimate the importance of this project for Brixham's future economic prosperity."

Chair of the Harbour Committee, Councillor Rob Horne, said: “Fishing is at the very heart of Brixham’s economy, therefore, a new fish market is a pivotal part of the Brixham regeneration scheme and marks a significant investment by the Harbour Authority. This project will not only provide state-of-the-art facilities, but will also help to create further jobs in the area.”

James Wilson, Head of Operations for Torbay for the South West RDA, said: "We are investing £8.4 million to help unlock a comprehensive package of regeneration in Brixham.

"The fish market is an important part of this project and we are pleased to see it has been completed. The regeneration scheme will help preserve Brixham's fishing industry as well as provide additional employment space, improved tourism and better leisure facilities on the harbour."

Brixham 21 Chairman Jon Andrewes added: "It is fantastic to see the long awaited new fish market is at last in place. This is a fantastic achievement and will benefit the whole of Torbay, not just Brixham. Sustaining the fishing industry in Brixham will add to the Bay's prospects for securing local business and retaining local labour."

Photo opportunity

A media opportunity will take place on Tuesday 23 March at 10am, meeting at the Brixham 21’s portakabin on East Quay, Brixham.

Those present will include representatives from Torbay Council, the TDA, Brixham 21 and the South West RDA.

For further information please contact: Michelle Pierce , Communications Officer on 01803 208850.
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