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PR 2585

18 March 2010

For Immediate Release
Flushed with success!    MEDIA OPPORTUNITY

A two year project upgrading and refurbishing public toilets across Torbay has now been completed. The programme, costing more than half a million pounds, has finished on budget and on schedule.

Torbay Council has updated and improved 18 toilet blocks, including Paignton Pier central, Preston Bus Shelter, Apollo, Breakwater, Torquay Seafront Complex and Vaughan Parade.

Various degrees of improvements have been made to different toilet blocks. They include:

•   The provision of low maintenance, combined hand wash units, which save on energy and water

•   Where practical, disabled toilet facilities have been introduced or improved

•   Baby changing facilities

•   The replacement of old stainless steel or ceramic pans and high level cisterns with resin pans and concealed cisterns

•   New floor and wall tiling, damp treatment, the replacement of pipe work, electrical system upgrades and redecoration 

Cabinet Member with responsibility for finance, Councillor Kevin Carroll, said: "We recognise that good public toilet facilities are important to people and I am pleased that this programme of improvements has finished on time and on budget.

"By committing more than £515,000 of the council's budget we have ensured many public toilets across the Bay are now clean, well maintained and in good condition for the benefit of residents and visitors." 

Cabinet Member for Community Services, Councillor Dave Butt, said: "I am really pleased all these improved toilet facilities are open to the public in time for the easter holidays.

"Much of the work has been carried out at toilets in prime seafront areas which are popular with local people and visitors. Toilets are vital facilities in these areas and are an important community asset. This programme of improvements demonstrates we are committed to improving public toilets for the benefit of everyone."

Notes for editors

The toilets which have been upgraded and improved are:-

• Pier Central 

• Preston Bus Shelter

• Brixham Harbour

• Parkside (Paignton)

• Torquay Seafront Complex

• Vaughn Parade

• Meadfoot

• Apollo

• Watcombe (Cess pool and Re-decs)

• Babbacombe

• Preston North

• Corbyn Head

• Shoalstone

• Bank Lane

• Breakwater

• Fishcombe

• Old Town Hall

• Factory Row

PHOTO CALL

A media opportunity will take place at 12.30 on Tuesday 23 March at the Preston Bus Shelter public toilets. Councillor Dave Butt, Councillor Kevin Carroll and Contracts Manager Clive Ricketts will all be present.

For further information please contact: Michelle Pierce , Communications Officer on 01803 208850.
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