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PR 2830

02 September 2010

For Immediate Release
Thousands of people flock to Torbay's summer exhibition 

It’s official......Torbay is well and truly on the cultural map with an incredible 24,146 people visiting the Spanish Barn in the last two months to view Damien Hirst’s Mother and Child Divided exhibition.

The TAMED exhibition was part of a Summer of Art on the English Riviera and also featured the work of several other world class artists.

Cllr Dave Butt, Cabinet Member for Community Services and Regional Arts Council Board Member, said: “The English Riviera is certainly gaining a well deserved reputation for hosting amazing art by some of the most renowned artists in the world. This year’s exhibition has been a great success, attracting thousands of visitors into the Bay and inspiring a generation of our young people to get creative. 

“Both exhibitions were not only seen by local residents but by large numbers of visitors to the area as well. Both holidaymakers and day visitors brought additional income into the Bay spending in shops, restaurants, attractions and with local accommodation providers. A full analysis of the large amount of data collected will be carried out in the Autumn, when we will get a full picture of the value of the exhibitions. 

“Just because the cows have gone home doesn’t mean our work stops.  We have lots of exciting ideas in the pipeline for ‘Roll on Art on the English Riviera 2011’, which I am sure will be equally as impressive, inspiring even more debate about the nature of art.

“Consultation about the Summer of Art on the English Riviera is ongoing and residents and visitors have until the end of the month to share their views. So whether you loved it or it wasn’t your cup of tea, visit the Torbay Council website to have your say.”

One of the major aims of Art on the English Riviera is to get children involved, discussing, creating and enjoying art. Hundreds of local children enjoyed Play Journeys, a two-week series of workshops held in a yurt outside of the Spanish Barn, and the highly successful associated film festival.

Hundreds of children also entered the design a cow competition, with the winner’s cow currently being painted for display in the gardens of Torre Abbey Gardens - including the famous disappearing cow! Damien’s cows may have gone, but these colourful masterpieces will remain on Torquay for people to enjoy for many months to come.  

Everyone attending TAMED was also offered discounted entry to the Torre Abbey Contemporary Open (TACO) exhibition in the main house and gardens, featuring an incredible selection of sculptures from Westcountry artists.  As a result the Abbey reported, for the second year running, an increase in visitor numbers over the summer months, as well as increased sales in the gift shop. 

Ends

For further information please contact: Nicola Moorhouse, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM





Town Hall, Castle Circus, Torquay, Devon TQ1 3DR


Main Switchboard (01803) 201201


Direct Lines (01803) 208850 /51


Fax (01803) 299878 • DX 59006


www.torbay.gov.uk





NEWS RELEASE









- 2 -

