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For Immediate Release
Free event to help Torbay people find employment and training

Torbay Development Agency (TDA) the council’s economic development arm, in conjunction with Jobcentre plus, is hosting a Jobs Fair and Employment Advice and Training Seminar (EATS) from 10am to 3pm on Tuesday 21 September at the Riviera International Conference Centre in Torquay, to improve the employment and training opportunities for residents of Torbay. 

Mayor of Torbay, Nick Bye, who is officially opening the event, said: “I am pleased to support this hugely successful event for a second year running. We are committed to helping people find work and access training, in order to reduce unemployment and its impact in Torbay. The Jobs Fair can match job vacancies to skills and will provide an excellent platform for the variety of training opportunities on offer.” 

Partner organisations will be on hand and available to offer advice and information from back to work support or starting your own business to information about training, housing, debt advice, volunteering and skills for life. A series of informal workshops will also be taking place throughout the day providing practical advice on accessing training and finding employment. 

A large number of employers from across the Torbay and South Devon region will also be on hand to offer both seasonal and permanent employment opportunities with their companies.

The TDA will be promoting the range of business support it provides to local employers to help them develop and grow, such as the popular Business Boost seminars and the Employers’ Guide to Skills. 

Debbie Passmore, the Partnership Executive at the TDA sees the event as an opportunity to build on their already strong links with employers across the region, to address skills gaps: “The TDA is committed to providing a wide range of services to local businesses and the community at large.  We play a key role in encouraging investment in the area and are actively working to increase the quality and variety of work skills offered to residents, helping them to make the most of new employment and training opportunities as they are created.”  

“There is a real commitment from both our business community and our service providers to pull together to help make this event a success.  In the spirit of true partnership, Torbay Development Agency and Jobcentre Plus are working hard to build on last year’s event and establish it as a principal showcase activity in the Worklessness Strategy for the Bay.” she says.

Attendance is free and the event is aimed at anyone who could benefit from advice and guidance on how to develop their skills, access training opportunities, secure employment or develop ideas to start up a new business. Everyone is welcome to attend at any time throughout the day. 

Vanessa Watts, Economic Participation Officer for Torbay Development Agency said, “We have specifically designed this event to provide the perfect opportunity for individuals to access training advice and information about the support that’s available to them. There may be individuals who are facing an uncertain future in their current employment and they might want the opportunity to discuss potential opportunities that might be available to them and we would love to see them attend.”  

Further information for people considering attending the event is available from Louise Brown at Torquay Jobcentre on 01803 356184.

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207897.
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