Claudius in England

Claudius, a legionary soldier had arrived in England to help his fellow Romans conquer the land.

He was a grand soldier who looked very frightening in his plate armour and his thick, red tunic.

Though he came to England to fight many battles, he loved the green fields and bubbling brooks that he found in England. Unfortunately, Rome was not like this. It was too rocky, hot and dusty. He there fore decided to build a house in the country side and not return to Rome.

“I’ve decided to stay in this beautiful place and not return to Rome,” Claudius told his fellow soldiers.

“With all our knowledge of house building, I could have the biggest and best house in England.”

Claudius went to merchants who were able to sell to him the material he needed. He started off by building a large concrete floor, under which was a large chimney heater. The heat was provided by two large fire places at either end of the floor.

Local English people had never seen anything like what Claudius was building. He decorated the floor with colourful mosaic tiles that glistened like diamonds. He built a large Roman bath inlaid with marble. He built a large dining room where his friends could enjoy a feast of fine food and flagons of wine. To finish his house he put on a roof of tiles and a statue of Mercury for good luck. 

Compared to the cold wattle and daub local houses this really was a palace. 
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