Brixham Town Council

Members’ Allowance Scheme

Brixham Town Council ('the Town Council') in exercise of the powers conferred by the Local Authorities (Members' Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 hereby makes the following scheme: 

Citation and commencement 
1.
This scheme may be cited as the Brixham Town Council Members' Allowances Scheme and shall have effect from 20 July 2007 to 31 March 2008.

Definitions 
2.
In this scheme, councillor means a member of Brixham Town Council who is a councillor.  

Parish basic allowance 
3.
(1)
Subject to the provisions of this Scheme for each year a basic allowance of £241 shall be paid to each councillor.

(2)
Where a councillor is suspended or partially suspended from his/her responsibilities or duties as a member of the Town Council in accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 or regulations made under that Part, the part of the basic allowance payable to him/her in respect of the responsibilities or duties from which he/she is suspended or partially suspended will be withheld by the Council.

Parish travelling and subsistence allowance 
4.
(1)
Councillors may claim travelling and subsistence allowances for approved duties at the rates set out in Schedule 1.


(2)
Where a councillor is suspended or partially suspended from his/her responsibilities or duties as a member of the Town Council in accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 or regulations made under that Part, the part of the travel and subsistence allowances payable to him/her in respect of the responsibilities or duties from which he/she is suspended or partially suspended will be withheld by the Council.
Election to forgo allowances 
5.
A councillor may by notice in writing given to the Clerk to the Town Council elect to forego any part of his or her entitlement to an allowance under this scheme.

Part-year entitlements 
6.
(1)
The provisions of this paragraph shall have effect to regulate the entitlements of a councillor to a basic allowance where, in the course of a year, this scheme is amended or that councillor becomes, or ceases to be, a councillor. 


(2)
If an amendment to this scheme changes the amount to which a councillor is entitled by way of a basic allowance, then in relation to each of the periods: 

(a)
beginning with the year and ending with the day before that on which the first amendment in that year takes effect, or 

(b)
beginning with the day on which an amendment takes effect and ending with the day before that on which the next amendment takes effect, or (if none) with the year, 

the entitlement to such an allowance shall be to the payment of such part of the amount of the allowance under this scheme as it has effect during the relevant period as bears to the whole the same proportion as the number of the days in the period bears to the number of days in the year. 

(4) 
Where the term of office of a councillor begins or ends otherwise than at the beginning or end of a year, the entitlement of that councillor to a basic allowance shall be to the payment to such part of the basic allowance as bears to the whole the same proportion as the number of days during which his term of office subsists bears to the number of days in that year. 

(5)
Where this scheme is amended as mentioned in sub-paragraph (2), and the term of office of a councillor does not subsist throughout the period mentioned in sub-paragraph (2)(a), the entitlement of any such councillor to a basic allowance shall be to the payment of such part of the basic allowance referable to each such period (ascertained in accordance with that sub-paragraph) as bears to the whole the same proportion as the number of days during which his/her term of office as a councillor subsists bears to the number of days in that period. 

Claims and payments 
7.
A claim for travel and subsistence allowances under this scheme shall be made in writing within three months of the date of the meeting in respect of which the entitlement to the allowances arises.

Uprating of Allowances
8.
The annual pay award as specified by the National Association of Local Councils will be used for the annual uprating of allowances except for travel and subsistence allowances which will be uprated as and when the officers scheme (Torbay Council) is adjusted, subject to the requirement in the regulations for this index to apply for no longer than four years without a further review of Allowances Scheme by an Independent Remuneration Panel. 
SCHEDULE 1

The following duties are recognised as approved duties for the payment of travel and subsistence allowances:
(i)
attendance of a duly appointed member at meetings of:

(a) Council and committees of the Council;
(b) Any sub-committee appointed by a committee; and
(c) Working Parties,
(ii)
attendance at site visits that may be arranged by the Council or the Planning Committee in connection with the consideration of planning applications. 

(iii)
attendance as a duly appointed member at meetings of any outside organisation and sub-groups.

(iv)
attendance at conferences and seminars.

Travelling and Subsistence Allowances

The following travelling allowances may be claimed with effect from 20 July 2007:

Travelling Allowances
(a)
Motor Cars – 40p per mile
(b)
Motor Cycles - 24p per mile
(c)
Bicycles - 20p per mile
(d)
Taxi - councillors may claim taxi fares provided that the journey is necessary to undertake an approved duty of the Council and where no public transport is reasonably available.

For all journeys, councillors will be expected to use the most appropriate means of transport possible. This includes public transport.  For travel outside Torbay, councillors should agree in advance with the Town Clerk whether travel by car, train or other public transport is appropriate before any journey is undertaken.

Car Parking 

The actual cost of car parking will be reimbursed.
Subsistence

The following subsistence allowances may be claimed with effect from 20 July 2007:

(i)
Breakfast allowance (departure from home before 7.30 a.m.)
£5.99
(ii)
Lunch allowance (absent from normal place of work during 


11.30 a.m. and 2.15 p.m.)
£7.08
(iii)
Evening meal allowance (not home before 6.30 p.m.)
£9.80
Subsistence rates for councillors are calculated on a meals basis dependent on the time of day the meal would be taken and the time away from home.

Where authorised by the Town Clerk, the actual cost of a meal taken while travelling by train may be reimbursed.

In the case of an absence overnight from their usual place of residence, councillors may be entitled to claim reasonable expenses by agreement in advance with the Town Clerk.
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